DECEMBER) 7, 1996) © $:2),9)5) 
Volume) 16), No. 18) 
TIME: SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
PLEASE RUSH 


. « Nebraska) 
é on | Defense Blisters 
2 = Colorado, 17-12, 

[ay iy In North Division 
*PLhampionship Game 
“i 
e” ) 


EXECUTIVE BOARD OF ADVISORS 


Brent White, Team Spirit Industries, Lincoln Leach Camper Sales, Pat Leach, Lincoln, Omaha, Council Bluffs 
Lincoln Williams, Evans & Clark Publishing Hometown Heroes, Gary Schwartz 
Jim Bish, Winning Intersports Nostalgia, Manassas, Va. Nebraska Clothing, Brad Ashford, Omaha 
Brian Larson, University Medallion Ron Wright, Design Communications, Inc. 
Jim Cornell, Nebraska Book Store, Lincoln, Neb. Pam Miller, Kiira Design, Fargo, N.D. 
Gale Hart, Cellular One Rhea Irish, Vested Interests, Lubbock, Texas 
Paul Walz, Deb Christ, Home Innovations, Lincoln, Omaha Charlie Cochran, Imprinted Marketing Promotions, Inc., Auanta, Ga. 
Brian Tomes, Misty’s Restaurant Heidi Cuca, University of Nebraska 
Leland Holdt, Security Mutual Life, Lincoln Fern Spencer, First Bank Nebraska 
Tom Henning, Security Mutual Life, Lincoln Bill Strausburg, First Bank Nebraska 
Jeff Willard, Best Western Regency West Hotel, Omaha University of Nebraska, Lincoln Alumni Association 
Al Gilmore, Blue Cross & Blue Shield, Omaha Big Red of the Rockies Sports Shop, Estes Park, Colo. 
Kathy McMichael, Husker Heaven, Omaha Diamond Travel, Eldon Diamond 
First National Bank of Omaha University Medallion, Brian Larson 
Gary M. Baker, American Family Insurance, Omaha Midwest Sports Publications 
Kirkpatrick Pettis, Omaha, Lincoln, Columbus Southwest Tire, Tom Cullinane 
Kathy McMichael, Husker Heaven Anderson Images, Rick Anderson 
Jeff Jarecke, CableVision, Lincoln Nebraska Furniture Mart, Walt Stivers 
Dean Jessick, Husker Glass, Inc., Omaha & Lincoln MBNA, Terry Mulhern 
D. Doc Chaves, Ameritas Life Insurance, Lincoln SHUGO Inc., Ken Goodman, Duluth, Ga. 
Ron Wolfe, Diamond Vogel Paint Center, Omaha National Championship Products 
Clarence G, Albertson, Comhusker International Trucks, Inc., Lincoln Midwest Turf & Irrigation, Dan Poore 
John & Mike Lindley, Lindleys Men's Wear, Omaha Lotus Group/Global Time 
Blair Vogel, Diamond Products, Marshalltown, Iowa Kessler Financial 
Randy Heying, Vogel Graphic Services, Orange City, lowa Herk-Insignia 
Gary Michaels Clothiers, Hastings, Lincoln Graphic Selling, Inc., Ken Allen 
Jack Bock, Beef Club President, UNL Neal Greenberg, Omaha 
Don Bryant, Touchdown Club, UNL First Bankcard Center, John Langenfeld 
Stan Wiens, Kiira Designs, Fargo, N.D. Environmental Graphics, Ted Yoch 
AAA Travel, Steve Bernth, Omaha Custom Threads, Marysville, Kan. 
Company’s Coming, Terri Durst, Corpus Christi, Texas Corn & More, Donn Steinbach 
Husker Video, Mike Osborne, Lincoln , Ball Qube, Inc., Randy Robinson 
Specialty Check Printing, Tom Moore, Perry, Florida Artwears, Rick Bezousek 
Atchley Ford, Fud Ferris, Omaha 


SALUTE TO OUR NU BOOSTERS 


Everyone knows that the best fans in the nation call 
Memorial Stadium home. These dedicated fans 
have created the longest home 

sellout streak in the nation. 


It didn’t just happen overnight. 
It was built game-by-game . . . piece-by-piece. 


Now you can relive all the memories of those games 

as you construct “game day” at Memorial Stadium 

with the Collegiate Images Nebraska™ Jigsaw Puzzle. 
This 1,000 piece puzzle will provide you and your family 
with hours of fun while you recall all those great games! 


Available at fine retailers and sport’s fan shops, 
or call toll free 1-800-295-1987. 

Only $19.95 plus shipping & handling. 
VISA/MasterCard accepted. 


[= We are proud that a portion of the sales 
ad go to The University of Nebraska. 
al 


Other Universities also available. 
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Il like a lot of people I know, 
concur with what Chris Greer 
said in his “From The Editor,” 
(Nov. 29) column. Soccerisnot ff) 
my favorite sport. In fact, I, like 
Mr. Greer, don’t watch it at all. 
But you've still got to admire 
what the Nebraska soccer team 
has accomplished in only its 
third season. 

John Walker has done a great. 4 
job building a solid program 


from the ground up with mainly Wi Al 


walk-on players. I’m not sure if === 


parity exists in NCAA soccer 
yet, but remaining undefeated is a 
tremendous accomplishment. 
Sherry Teggins 
tege@aol.com 


Tm real stingy about giving up 
my Huskers Illustrated pages to 
anything other than football, but in 
the case of soccer, I don’t mind. 
What does it say about the 
University of Nebraska’s athletic 
program when the football and vol- 
leyball teams can win national titles 
and then a year later, both with the 
addition of a young soccer team, are 
competing for titles again. I think 
that Nebraska alumni are really for- 
tunate to have a great overall pro- 
gram. 

Terrance Handley 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Mike Babcock makes a good 
point when he says that Scott Frost 
should be the Big 12 quarterback, 
(“Frost Is The Big 12’s Best 
Quarterback,” Nov. 29). Koy Detmer 
has put up good numbers, but he’s a 
product of the system Colorado 
runs. All loyalties aside, I’ve always 
felt than an option quarterback has a 
much tougher job than a drop-back 
passer. While Frost hasn’t flourished 
in his first year like Tommie Frazier 
may have, he has kept the Huskers 
rolling despite some tough bumps. 

I guess the vote isn’t for MVP, 
because Frost has been that for the 
Huskers this year. With the deple- 
tion of talent at the position, maybe 
he will get the nod next year in a less 
political vote. 

Sam Voskel 
Omaha, Neb. 


f 


- You've got to feel for Terrell 
Farley. Here’s a kid who had the 
world waiting for him. Now he’s left 
to find his own way. All-Americafi 
honors. NFL early draft pick. It was 
all there. Who knows, it may still be. 

The sad thing is that I’ve met 
Farley a couple of times and he is 
one of the nicest people you could 


= ever want to asso- 
eM ISTE) ciate with. You! 


§| know what they 
say about nice guys 
finishing last? 
a] Sometimes they do 

it to themselves. 

I have to com- 

mend Tom 
m= | Osborne for sus- 
4 pending Farley, but 
luaya] at the same time 
) offering to help 
him on a personal 
level. 

Hopefully, Farley can put his 
problems behind him and lead a 
solid life. \ 

Carter Townsend 
Omaha, Neb. 


». 
Farley suspended for the season. 


ie Big 12 got a lot of publicity 
for its football conference and we all 
know how that went. Did someone 
say “overrated?” The conferenée will 
get its propers this fall with the 

* beginning of basketball season. 

Your Big 12 hoops preview (Nov. 
29) shows that on paper, this is 
going to be a conference that can 
rival the ACC and Big’East. There 
appear to be at least seven teams 
(possibly eight) that can make the 
NCAA Tournament. If the Big 10 can 
get the same number‘in each year, 
then the selection committee better 
get ready to bump some other teams 
because the Big 12 means business. 


Sammy Taker 
St. Paul, Minn. 


Please send your comment : 
Letters, P.O. Box 83222, Peep sane tear te 
Or fax them to us at (972) 851-1720. We reserve 
the right to edit the letters for clarity, content and 
longi , ‘ , 

or those with electronj : FARE 
huskersedit@xescx.con,'° mail abilities, 


or Nebraska’s coaches and 
players, it’s been a long and 
sometimes difficult 
season. But to me, it 
still seems like only a 
few weeks have 
passed since last July 
when I came on board 
with the Pinnacle 
Sports Network. It was shortly 
thereafter when various 
groups and individuals 
requested that I come to their B 
dinners and meetings to 
speak to their members. We 
arranged dates that, at the 
time, seemed to be a long way off. 
Well, some of those have already 
passed, and more wait in the near 
future. } 

It’s been quite a ride in this busi- 
ness since my first experience as a 
sports broadcaster. That came 

‘because of Nebraska sports- | 
casting legend Dick Perry, |\ 
who was doing Husker play- 
by-play broadcasts for radio |. 
station KFOR in Lincoln. Dick |* 
and I bumped into’each other 
at the renowned culinary cas- 
tle, Denny’s Restaurant, across | 
from the University of]. 
Nebraska campus. foae, 

Dick asked me if I would be |= 
interested in joining his broad- 
cast crew. I told him I proba- 
bly wouldn’t because I was} = 
fresh out of law school and» 
aimed at starting my career. 
Secondly, I had no experience 
and didn’t know a micro- 
phone from a xylophone. Dick — 
assured me I could do it and encour- 
aged me to at least give it a try. The 
Nebraska spring game was coming 
up and he asked me to do the first 
half. 

He told me théy had asked two 
other people to do the second half. 

Dick was very supportive during 
my athletic career at Nebraska, and I 
owed him one. Besides, any guy 
who’s from Iowa and played in the 
Cleveland Indians’ organization 
needs either a shrink or lots of sup- 
port himself. 

We all showed up for the audition 


ADRIAN 
FIALA 


from hell. Surprisingly, however, it 
went pretty well. I really enjoyed the 
afternoon, and Dick, along 
with former Husker Jim 
Huge, made me feel at 
ease. 

The following Monday, I 
got a phone call from Dick. 
In his best Arlo Guthrie 
style, he said: “You’re our 
boy.” That was if I wanted 
the spot, which I did. And 
that’s how it all got started. 

The first year, I learned a lot 
from Dick, Jim Miller and my 
sideline sidekick, Bill Wood. Bill 
learned just one thing from me 
down there... how to stay out of the 
Way. 

Sometimes, the sidelines can be 


Isaiah M. re provided many - 
great quotes from the sideline. 


dangerous. Every so often, you will 
sée a sideline media person get 
wiped out by some football player 
flying out of bounds. 

The next three years, I roamed the 
sidelines, home and away, always 
looking for the field-level happen- 
ings that affected the game but were 
not readily discernible from the 
breadcast booth or the stands. 

Add an unusual element. Take 
the mike out to mid-field for the live 
coin toss and comments from the 
referee. Fire the emotions with an 
interview of former Husker Budge 


Time Flies When You're 
Having Fun Working 


First year in the booth for Pinnacle has provided plenty of memories 


Porter, confined to a wheelchair by a 
football neck injury, and his dad, 
Mort, and then a year later, watch 
with burning pride as Budge made 
his way down the sidelines on 
crutches, as he said he would. Listen 
as Isaiah M. Hipp comes trotting off 
the field after a dazzling touchdown 
run, leaving defenders in his wake, 
and telling those around him: “I 
hypnotized them.” Those things all 
happened long ago, but it seems like 
it was just a couple of years ago. 

I moved to the booth the next 
year to work with Tim Moreland. 
The first game we did was 
Nebraska-Iowa. The Huskers lost 10- 
6. Things got better, and I continued 
to learn from Tim, who has perhaps 
the best God-given voice and pace 
for radio broadcasting. 

The last year we did Husker 
broadcasts before the bidding 
process narrowed it to one station, I 
had the great fortune to work with 
one of the legends in the broadcast 
industry, Ray Scott. When I first 
heard Scott was coming in to do 
Nebraska football play-by-play, I 
didn’t believe it. My Sunday after- 
noons used to be filled with the 
Green Bay Packers, Vince Lombardi 
and the voice of the Packers, Ray 
Scott. He could mesmerize the listen- 
er with his voice. 

Ray and I developed a lasting 
friendship,.which continues to this 
day. As he approaches 80, he’s still 
behind the mike with his new sports 
radio venture in Dyersville, lowa, 
and as his bio states: “I will never 
retire.” No, he will not. 

Jim Rose of KLIN and Steve Alvis 
and Jim Carmichael at NETV gave 
me additional opportunities to keep 
my broadcast skills at work. 

It was the sum total of all these 
broadcast experiences that culminat- 
ed in a return to the Husker booth. 
Were it not for Dale Jensen, chair- 
man of Pinnacle Sports, and Paul 
Aaron, its president, this would not 
have happened. 

When we all met at the Omaha 
Press Club it seems like it was just 
moments ago. It is a memory that 
will last forever. # 
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TE OF 
UME 


ryce Miller is among the 24 
seniors who will finish 
their football 
careers at Nebraska 
in the next few 
weeks. He is a 
walk-on from tiny 
Elmwood, Neb., 
and he plays rush 
end. He is the first 
graduate of Elmwood- 
Murdock High 
School ever to play gB 
Division I-A football, WEIKE 
he says proudly. BABCOCK 

Miller’s name 
hasn’t been included on the depth 
chart released by the sports informa- 
tion office each week. The depth 
chart lists only the top three units. 
And he isn’t one of the top three. 

He’s never been that high on the 
depth chart, in four years and one 
spring. He hasn’t played enough to 
earn a letter, for that matter. 
But he has stuck it out when 
many others have fallen by 
the wayside. 

“I've thought a lot about 
quitting,” Miller said recently. 

He didn’t want those 
words to be misinterpreted, 
however. 

“I’ve thought about it,” he 
said. “But I’ve never thought 
about doing it.” 

That’s an important distinc- 
tion for someone who has 
lived his dream the last four 

ears. He’ll put on pads and 
his No. 83 jersey for the last 
time when Nebraska plays in 
a bowl game, which will be 
his fourth. Then he’ll become 
a former Cornhusker. And 
then, “I’m going to miss it,” 
Miller said. 

“Some guys are saying 
they’re glad this is going to be it,” he 
said. “But I don’t say that. When I’m 
sitting in the stands next year, I 
know I’m going to miss it terribly ... 
the games, anyway.” 

That Miller is even on the team is 
remarkable. Nebraska’s walk-on 
program has become more selective 
as a result of the NCAA's efforts to 
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limit football rosters. Most walk-ons 
are recruited, and those who aren’t 
have to provide film from 
their high school games for 
the coaches to evaluate. 

The coaches never watched 
film of Miller because he 
| didn’t join the team until 
| second semester of his fresh- 
{man year. Had it depended 
on film, he wouldn’t have 
been allowed to walk on, 
anyway. 

“There wasn’t much film to 
watch,” said Miller, who played in 
only six football games, total, during 
his junior and senior years at 
Elmwood-Murdock. He was side- 
lined by a broken arm. He “messed 
up” his back. And, in his senior sea- 
son, he suffered a torn anterior cruci- 
ate ligament in his left knee. 

He didn’t have knee surgery until 
spring. “I wore a big brace and 


All Guts, No Glory — 


After four years and one spring, Bryce Miller leaves Nebraska with many 
memories despite little playing time and not earning a varsity letter 


played basketball,” he said. 

He was still rehabilitating the 
knee during his first semester at 
Nebraska. He was a regular at the 
Rec Center in the fall, working out 
and lifting weights to strengthen the 
knee so he could try out for the 
team. He planned to walk on, but “I 
didn’t tell a soul,” Miller said. Not 
even his parents knew. 

“IT wanted to go home and be able 
to say: ‘Guess what?’” 

If this seems to be getting “curi- 
ouser and curfouser,” to quote 
“Alice in Wonderland,” there’s 
more. - 

Miller was among 36 would-be 
Cornhuskers tested before winter 
conditioning in 1993. He was one of 
only two invited to participate in the 
winter conditioning class. And he 
was the only one who survived 
spring practice to earn a place on the” 
team. He began as a tight end, then 
moved to rush end. 

He didn’t get in a game his first 
season, and he played in only one 
his second, against Pacific. Playing 
for the first time “was amazing,” 
said Miller. The most memorable 
experience, however, has been com- 
ing through the tunnel and into 
Memorial Stadium before the open- 
ing kickoff. “Even as a senior, it gets 
you psyched to hear the crowd go 
crazy,” he said. “Just knowing 
you're a part of it...” 

Remaining a part of it hasn’t been 
easy. Miller’s nursing major has 
placed considerable demands on his 
time. He has missed Tuesday prac- 
tices this fall because he spent all 
day at Lincoln’s Saint Elizabeth 


“Community Health Center, begin- 


ning at 7 a.m. and not finishing until 
about 5:30 p.m. 


= Bryce Miller 


at 7 a.m. on Monday and 
Wednesday. Thursdays and Fridays 
have been a little better. His classes 
haven't begun until 8 a.m. “I’m not 
much at sleeping,” he said. “The 
coaches are really good about it. 
They understand. They just want me 
to be out here whenever I can.” 

Miller figures he could have 
played at a small college. That he 
has survived four years at Nebraska 
is evidence he probably could have 
been a starter at some schools. Every 
major college football player, no 
matter where he might be on the 
depth chart, has ability greater than 
the norm. For Miller, however, play- 
ing elsewhere wouldn’t have been 
nearly as satisfying as being a 
Cornhusker. 

He grew up on a farm with 
Nebraska football. “Ever since I was 
a little kid, every Saturday that 
Nebraska played, I had a radio with 
me, tuned to the game,” he said. “It’s 
the dream of every kid who grows 
up in Nebraska. I can’t think of any 
other place I could have gone and 
done this. There’s no other place I 
would have wanted to do this. This 
was a once-in-a-lifetime opportuni- 
ty. Not being able to have a job, not 
having much money . . . I’ve got the 
rest of my life to work, to go hunting 
on Saturdays.” 

As for not getting to play much, 
“the attitude I’ve always had is, you 
don’t have to be the very best of the 
best. A lot of guys, if they’re not 
going to be No. 1 and starting, they 
won't play. If everybody had that 
attitude, not much would get accom- 
plished. There would be only 22 
players on the team.” 

If there were ever times when 
Miller seriously questioned what he 
was doing, he has long since forgot- 
ten. “All it took was going to 
Miami,” he said, referring to his 
sophomore year, when Nebraska 
defeated Miami in the Orange Bowl 
to win the first of its two national 
championships. 

“That was something you can’t 
ever replace . . . same with the Fiesta 
Bowl.” 

Miller has two national champi- 
onship rings and a lifetime’s worth 
of memories. 

“T think it would have been diffi- 
cult for somebody who didn’t have 
the mental drive, the willpower. 
People don’t realize the hours the 
players, and coaches, have to put in 
here,” he said. 

But, he said: “I have kind of a 
stubborn attitude. I looked at it as a 
challenge.” 
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Needing Pay For Play 


The NCAA needs to consider a playoff system which monetarily 


ecently, | had a conversa- 
tion with a friend regard- 
ing college football 
playoffs. I referred 
to the fact that 
Nebraska had 
defeated Colorado 
for the right to play 
in the first-ever Big 
12 playoff. 

Neither she nor I were up- 
to-date on how the system 
worked, or how it fit in to 


what the national polls do yJg@uNey 


benefits the schools and the players 


cerned that they might lose some 
home game revenue, for one thing. It 
would be very difficult to 
extend the season in order to 
#)| establish a national playoff 
system because there is no 
financial incentive for the 
players and schools would 
be emphasizing .athletics 
w over education. I also 
explained that playing fewer 
home games would be a rev- 
enue risk for some schools 
that did not qualify for the play- 


as far as determining a R@pGERS ffs. It would be lucrative for 


national champion. She 

was under the impression that there 
should be some type of overall play- 
off system in place for major college 
football because all the other major 
college sports for men and women 
(basketball, baseball, volleyball, soc- 
cer, etc.) had some type of NCAA- 
sponsored playoff to determine the 
nation’s No. 1 team. 

“What will the Big 12 playoff 
game determine?” she asked. 

“It will decide who has the 
right to go to the Sugar Bowl,” | 
replied. 

“Will the Huskers play for the 
national championship then?” 
she asked. 

I told her they might because 
Ohio State had lost to Michigan, 
and the Buckeyes will play 
. Arizona State in the Rose Bowl. If 
‘they beat Arizona State on New 

Year’s Day and Nebraska wins 
the Big 12 playoff and then wins 
the Sugar Bowl game, the 
Huskers almost certainly would get 
‘ at least a share of their “3-peat.” 

Arizona State, which beat 
Nebraska, is ranked ahead of the 
Huskers in the polls (Associated Press 
and CNN/USA Today), so the Sun 
Devils will have to lose the Rose 
Bowl for Nebraska to have a chance. 

My friend still didn’t understand. 
She was really getting confused by 
the system. 

“If we have a conference playoff, 
why can’t we have a national play- 
off?” she asked. 

| told her, in my opinion, it’s 
because the universities are con- 
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Michael Chow 


those that did, of course. 

Teams play 11-game schedules 
now, with conference playoffs and 
games like the Kickoff Classic and 
Pigskin Classic giving some teams as 
many as 12 games before the bowls. 
If we had a national playoff, teams 
probably would have to be limited 
to 10 regular-season games, at most. 


Although the teams won’t play : 
again, Arizona State is still a 
thorn in Nebraska’s side. 


That would cost nroney, 

My friend suggested that the 
playoff system could be set up so 
that the money from one game, or 
even more, could be dedicated to a 
student-athlete fund to help players 
who were in need of financial assis- 
tance, based on their families’ 
incomes. Well, that system of shar- 
ing revenue with student-athletes 
sounds good, but the NCAA, which 


I affectionately refer to as°’No Cash 
At All,” doesn’t believe the players 
need to have any more money than 
they presently receive, which is 
none. 

I was talking to a player the other 
day and asked about his financial 
situation as it related to school. He 
told me he was a sophomore in eligi- 
bility but a junior in school. He 
receives a housing allowance, and he 
gets to eat tw@ meals a day at the 
training table at no charge, lunch 
and dinner. Although he feels very 
lucky to be playing football at 
Nebraska, he has a lot of financial 
pressure. His rent thkes up most of 
the housing allowance, with little left 
to pay for utilities. He does his laun- 
dry ata friend’s house. 

He took a deep breath and 
declared that although his mother 
was proud of him, she could not 
afford to send him money because of 
her own financial difficulties. 
| The most troubling thing for 
some of these players is that 
"| sometimes after a big game, they 
have to go home to an empty 
refrigerator and not have any- 
thing to eat until the next day. 

Back in the 1970s when I 
was playing, students were 
allowed to receive tickets to the 
games, based on the years they 
lettered. A senior could receive 
seven or eight tickets. We also 
could receive such things as free 
movie passes and a small 
amount of money for laundry. It 
wasn’t much.,But it was better 
than nothing. 

Today, the system is calling for a 
restructuring and the NCAA must 
take the initiative and answer the 
call. Revisions could help student- 
athletes and maybe lessen some of 
the problems that student-athletes 
have off the field, which often are 
connected to their financial situa- 
tions. 

In the future, | believe the system 
will change, particularly if society 
has to demand it. And I think a 
national playoff for major college 
football teams could be used to pick 
up the cost. 


CHAMPIONSHIp 


BIGRIZICHAMEIONSHIPSR REVIEW) 
By Allen Verbrugge 


he class of the Big 12 North 
collides with that of the Big 
12 South in the first 
conference champi- 
onship game. In the 
' preseason, Texas and 
Nebraska were expect- 
ed to reach the confer- 
ence zenith. Both did so, but in 
entirely different ways. 
Nebraska won an all-out 
war with Colorado. Both teams sur- 
vived, undefeated in conference, to 
the season’s final day, when the 
Huskers emerged victorious. 
Texas, too, 
had to win on J 
the season’s 
final day, but i. 
with two confer- 
ence losses, the 
clash for the 


drew little fanfare 
‘as claims were 
raised as to how 
“much better the 
North Division was 
than the South 
Division. 

While they have 
struggled this season, 
the Longhorns are not 
without talent, and 
might matchup favor- 
ably with the 
Cornhuskers. Granted, 
Nebraska is a heavy 
favorite, but anything is possible in 
a game of this magnitude. 

After a loss to Colorado earlier in 
the season, Texas seemingly 
dropped out of the race for the 
South title. But the Longhorns 
quickly turned things around, 
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Quarterback James 2 
Brown (5) has renewed &@mes, Brown complet- 
confidence under center. 4 151-of-271 passes 


including a win over Texas Tech to 
regain the South Division lead. 
Texas fully believes 
that it belongs in this 
game. 

“Our goal from 
the start of the sea- 
son was to get to the 
Big 12 
Championship 
Game,” cornerback 
Bryant Westbrook said. “Our atti- 
tude and confidence level is really 

back up. We had a lot of 
tough breaks at the begin- 
ning of the season, but we 
made up our minds after 
that Colorado game that 


7 rd we were a good football 


3 


team and that we were 
going to win our last few 


Quarterback James 
Brown, who struggled 
early in the season, is 
W heating up. Through 
| the first four games of 
the season, Brown had 


ees) yards through the air. 

ee Over his next seven, 
Brown threw for 1,636 
yards and 12 touch- 
downs. Through 11 


(55.7 percent) for 2,115 
yards (192.3 yards per 
game) and 16 touchdowns. 

But Brown has not been without 
his mistakes. He has been hampered 
by 10 interceptions. 

The two teams also have in com- 


mon the presence of some powerful 
running backs. 


aah) Managed only /479 | 


PRESSIDICKG) 


e Mike Babcock, Huskers 
Illustrated — 

Any remaining doubts about 
the quality of Nebraska's 
defense should have been laid 
fo rest during the Colorado 
game. It would take an extraor- 
dinary offense to beat the 
aehvclers Texas has a very 
good offense, maybe even an 
excellent offense. But it's not 
extraordinary. 

The optimum conditions 
inside the TransWorld Dome will 
allow Nebraska's option offense 
to function mu¢h better than it 
did against Colorado. Under the 
circumstances, the Big 12 could- 
n't have hoped for a better 
‘matchup in the playoff game. 
Nebraska 42, 

Texas 12. 


¢ Todd Henrichs, Grand 
Island (Neb.) Independent 
The Longhorns have very little 
to lose and plenty of respect.to 
gain. Nebraska has plenty to 


lose, but plenty yet to gain. The 
“three-peat” dream lives until 
Jan. 1. 
Nebraska 30, 

Texas 20. 


¢ Brian Rosenthal, York 
(Neb.) News Times 

The Black Shirts will continue 
to dominate, while the Husker 
offense will thrive in the warmer, 
drier confines of the TransWorld 
Dome. Look for Nebraska fo roll , 
up some impressive numbers on 
the ground, particularly by way 
of the option. 
Nebraska 38,. . 
Texas 10, 


e Jason Becker, Horns 
Illustrated 
The Cornhusker offense is 

nothing like it was under Tommie 
Frazier, but it is effective enough 
to complement the defense. 
Nebraska 35, i 
Texas 10. 


~ All-American guard Dan Neil 

(69) has thrown lead blocks all 
season for running backs Shon 
Mitchell (3) and Ricky Williams. 


The Longhorns look to senior 
Shon Mitchell and sophomore Ricky 
Williams to pace their ground effort. 
In 1995, Mitchell gained 1,099 yards 
on 176 catries and scored 10 touch- 
downs. Williams was a nice comple- 
ment, contributing an additional 990 
yards on 160 carries, with eight 
touchdowns. 

The 1996 efforts of the running 
backs again have been valuable. 
Through 11 games, Mitchell has 
gained 609 yards on 110 carries. 
Williams has stepped up as the 
team’s leading rusher, with 1,305 
yards on 197 carries. The hip pointer 
that bothered Mitchell early in the 
season has healed, and the duo 
makes for a bruising and intimidat- 
ing combination. Senior Priest 


Holmes is another viable running: 


option for the Horns. 

While Texas’ so-called BMW 
backfield (Brown, Mitchell, 
Williams) has sputtered occasional- 


ly, it has the ability to shift into a- 


higher gear when everything is 
properly maintained. ~~ 

Senior wideout Mike Adams 
twice a semifinalist for the 
Biletnikoff Award, is the all-time 
leader in career receiving yards in 


Texas football history. After‘hauling , 


in 53 balls for'876 yards in 1995, 
Adams has had another big year so 
far in 1996, catching 50 passes for 
850 yards and five touchdowns. 
Matt Davis, Mike Scarborough and 
Wane McGarity all will see time at 


| 
Reed 
t 


NEBRASKAWSy 


Corby D. Roberts 


the receiver slot. 

The Longhorn offensive line has 
been forced to gain experience as the 
season progressed, but now is a unit 
that plays with some togetherness 
and ability. : = 

“The offensive line and the defen- 
sive line together have consistently 
improved,” Mackovic said. “A lot of 
that has to do with playing together, 
experience and maturity.” 

The group is led by senior guard 
Dan Neil (selected second-team All- 
America by Football News magazine), 
a semifinalist for the Outland 
Trophy. 

“All I know is when I went over 
to shake hands with (Kansas coach) 
Glen Mason at the end of that game, 


he said, ‘Where is 69 (Neil), I want 
to talk to him. He is the best player I 
have seen.’ When you get it from 
another coach who goes out of his 
way, you know that you have some- 
one special.” 

Also returning as a starter is 
junior center Ryan Fiebiger. Three 
sophomores make up the rest of the 
offensive front, with Octavious 
Bishop and Jay Humphrey at tackles 
and Ben Adams at left guard. 

Senior tight end Pat Fitzgerald 
always is a pass-receiving threat for 
the Longhorns. 

Through 11 games, Fitzgerald 
ranked second among Big 12 tight 
ends in receptions with 32, third in 
receiving yards with 472, and has 


TEXAS TWOLDEEPS 


HUSKER OFFENSE LONGHORN DEFENSE LONGHORN OFFENSE HUSKER DEFENSE 
SE 5 BrendanHolbein 5-9 190 Sr ! DE 95 Gray Mosier 6-5 270 So SE 86 Matt Davis 6-5 215 Sr : LRE93 Jared Tomich 6-2 260 Sr 
6 Kenny Cheatham 6-4 210 So } 52 CedricWoodard 6-2 277 Fr 6 Mike Scarborough 6-0 193 So 57 *Chad Kelsay 6-3 235 So 
LT 77 Adam Treu 6-6 300 Sr :} NG 64 CaseyHampton 6-1 317 Fr LT 75 Octavious Bishop 6-5 305 So : DT 97 Jeff Ogard 6-6 300 Sr 
73 Fred Pollack 6-4 305 Jr : 96 Chris Akins 6-1 290 Jr 79 Ben Adams 6-5 297 So : 99 Jason Wiltz 6-3 295 So 
LG 75 Chris Dishman 6-3 310 Sr } DT 96 Chrig Akins 6-1 290 Jr LG 79 Ben Adams 6-5 297 So : DT 55 Jason Peter 6-4 285 Jr 
63 James Sherman 6-2 300 Fr : 90 Clarence Martin 63 283 So 72 Roger Roesler 6-5 308 Fr : 74 ScottSaltsman 6-2 270 Sr 
C 67 Aaron Taylor 6-1 305 Jr } OLB45 Dwight Kirkpatrick 6-1 230 Jr C 58 Ryan Fiebiger 6-3 282 Jr :? RREQ8 Grant Wistrom 6-5 250 Jr 
59 Josh Heskew 6-3 280 Jr : 93 Michael Boudoin 6-2 225 So 54 RussellGaskamp 6-4 285 So : 84 Mike Rucker 6-6 250 So 
RG 64 Jon Zatechka 6-2 290 Jr : ILB 46 Dusty Renfro 6-0 230 So RG 69 Dan Neil 6-2 283 Sr } SLB28 Jamel Williams 6-2 205 Sr 
62 MattHoskinson 6-1 280 Jr : 59 Kyle Richardson 6-0 232 Jr 65 Travis Wood 6-2 280 So : ~ 46 Brian Shaw 6-0 215 Fr 
RT 70 Eric Anderson ~ 6-4 300 Jr : ILB 50 TysonKing 6-0 230 Sr RT 67 Jay Humphrey 6-7 295 So : MLB44  JonHesse 6-4 250 Sr 
78 Kory Mikos 6-5 295 Sr : 55 Anthony Hicks 6-0 235 Fr 76 Brent Kelly 6-6 290 Jr : 56 Jay Foreman 6-1 225 So 
TE 90 Tim Carpenter 6-3 250 Jr : OLB49 AaronHumphrey 6-3 232 Fr TE 81 Pat Fitzgerald 6-2 228 Sr : WLB91 RyanTerwilliger 6-5 225 Sr 
or 34 VershanJackson 6-0 234 Jr : 43 Jonathan Hickerson 6-0 230 Sr 82 Derek Lewis 6-2 240 So 1 Eric Johnson 6-0 205 So 
QB 7 Scott Frost 6-3 215 Jr i RC 2 TajeAllen 5-11 188 Sr QB 5 James Brown 6-0 190 Jr ? LC 20 MichaelBooker 6-2 205 Sr 
11. Matt Turman 5-11 185 Sr : 28 Anton tector 6-1 190 Fr 10 Richard Walton 6-5 217 So ? 12 Mike Fullman 5-7 170 Sr 
FB 28 Brian Schuster 5-11 225 Sr FS 16 Chris Carter 6-1 207 Sr RB 3° Shon Mitchell 5-10195 Sr : FS 16 Eric Stokes 5-11 185 Sr 
45 JoelMakovicka 5-11 230 So 18 Cody Danaher 6-0 212 Sr 33 Priest Holmes 5-10 210 Sr 3 Eric Wartield 6-1 195 Jr 
1B 30 Ahman Green 6-0 210 So SS 17 Tre Thomas 6-2 207 Sr RB 11 Ricky Williams 6-0 220 So : ROV10O Mike Minter 5-10 190 Sr 
4 DeAngeloEvans 5-9 210 Fr 38 Aaron Babino 6-1 210 Fr 29 GerrodColeman 6-0 232 Jr : 4 Octavious McFarlin5-11 195 Jr 
WB 25 Jon Vedral 5-11 205 Sr LC 30 Bryant Westbrook 6-0 195 Sr FL 83 Mike Adams 6-1 187 Sr } RC 22 Ralph Brown 5-11 180 Fr 
14 Lance Brown 5-11 190 So 9 Quinton Wallace 6-1 190 Jr 8 Wane McGarity 5-8 190 So : 26 Jerome Peterson 5-7 185 Fr 
PK 35 Kris Brown 5-10 200 So : P 15 Mark Schultis 6-1 200 Jr PK 4 Phil Dawson §-11193 dr : P 19 Jesse Kosch 6-0 185 Jr 


Depth charts were compiled Dec. 1, 1996 and may change before game time. # = duplicate number 


* = injured, but probable for game 
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two touchdown catches. 

On the defensive side for the 
Longhorns, the UT secondary is 
among the most talented groups in 
the nation. There is no lack of experi- 
ence — all four defensive backs are 
returning starters — and each had 
earned three letters prior to this sea- 
son. 

In addition to being excellent in 
man-to-man coverage, Westbrook 
has blocked two punts in 1996, one 


SCORING BY QUARTERS 
395 


TEAM 1 2 3 4 oT 
TEXAS 110 116 83 83 3 
OPPONENTS 47 96 33 58 6 


q 
> 
4 


xy Name Tds. 
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; == Mitchel,'S. 11 110 608 sod) 4° 
of which he returned for a touch- TEAM STATS Holmes|P. . 11 50 210 185 10 
down. He also has 40 tackles and Butcher,C. 6 30 141 235 1 
two interceptions on the year. TEXAS OPP Seta LAE piemy | ial i WEES 
Free safety Chris Carter is fourth Touchdowns 50 29 pebien G 6 10 a a 
on the UT all-time interception list By Rushing 30 20 MoGanity, W. 10 : 443 0 
with 13, and fourth on the all-time By Pass 18 7 aurea SN eae utd 0 
_ tackling chart at Texas with 391. Taje By Return 2 2 Chery,M. 4 2 16 -40 0 
Allen is the other veteran corner- First Downs 263 204 
back, and Tre Thomas handles Rushing 123° «117 dies 4 EN A Ar 
chores at strong safety. Passing 114 86 Brown, J. 11. 151-271-10 .557 2115 16 
The Texas defensive front, con- Penalty 26 4 Walton, R. 6 38-63-1 .603 509 2 
: ; ‘ Cherry,M. 4 4-8-0 500 28 0 
trarily, was not a seasoned group Rushing Attempts 459 490 erty: 
going into the 1996 season. The line jet Wards Ru shing 2,369 2,198 RECEIVING 
+ ; g Name G No. Yds. YPC YPG Tds. 
needed to replace Tony Brackens, volieer Game 215.4 1998 Adams, M._ 11 50 fas Ai Ae aM a? 
who departed a year early to pursue : Fitzgerald, P.11 32 472 148 429 2 
: : Net Yards Passing 2,653 1,880 Williams,R. 11 23 270 11.7 245 2 
an NFL career. Chris Akins, though p A McGarity, W.11 15 222 \ 148 202 3 
not 100 percent healthy, leads the eee re he call Mee) pate N. 2 TS slae el eau Chan 
defensive line at defensive tackle. Pemege ComGel IIe) i Es Holmes,P. 11 9 113 126 103 1 
Linebacker Tyson King has led Had Intercepted 11 9 pesparovan ng g = ae eo i 
the Horns in tackling over the last Avg.PerGame = 241.2 170.9 Mitchel, S. 11 6 108 177 96 0 
two years (82 in 1996; third best). Total Offensive Plays 801 788 Se OAM MARE ALENTAR AA COC CINE 
Freshman Aaron Humphrey has _ Total Yards 5,022 4,078 DEFENSE 
fought his way into the starting slot Avg. YardsGame 456.5 370.7 Name UT AT TT Int. Sacks 
at rush outside linebacker, while Avg. Yards Per Play 6.3 5.2 Carton: Ae) Sei 1081 oo 
junior Dwight Kirkpatrick and — Fumbles/Lost 22/11 19/13 Knee) age) do ueo) ona: 
sophomore Michael Boudoin see _ Penalties/Yards 90/768 84/740 Berio HE ef 
time at drop outside linebacker. Punts/Yards 48/1,819 68/2,310 Hampton, C. ae 2 os 0 15 
Dusty Renfro had 64 tackles in 1995 Avg. Per Punt 37.9 34.0 Richardson, K. 24 28 52 2 6 
to lead all SWC freshmen defenders. Sacks By/Yds. Lost 16/119 17/101 kukpatrick, BS hie a be C A 
Renfro will contribute along with — 3rd Down Conv. 60-148 55-164 Allen, T. P 31 14 45 1 0 
Kyle Richardson at inside linebacker. Percentage 405 ~—«.335 NBREEVAAN Akan Bi Ait Sou A 
“On defense we have made a lot Martin, C. i ih) 220 & 
: 4th Down Conv. 5-9 6-14 Boudoin, M cl) a en Ma 
of improvements the last few games Percentage 556 429 Warfield, T. B49 9h) (209 (ol jo 
tite: : Ke; iG JO) 47 
as compared to the beginning of the avg possession Time 29:14 30:46 Hicks, A A003) NON (0 
season,” Renfro said. “We’ve faced Crenshaw,R. 8 4 12 0. O 
some great running backs and some Be GIN a Rian wate alle oie 
great offenses, but our defense has . Babino, A. aa tet? he 
focused on fundamentals and tack- 1996 TEXAS Hictercanids hp Wok ete: peter wont er 
0 0 
fing and that has made a big differ- FOOTBALL SCHEDULE holmes A tat aie aes 
ence.” R d (Conf ) —7-4 (6-2) Dagley, B. ce TOMAR 
; ecord (Conterence - 
The Longhorns enter the title ues Bi. Missouri W. 40-10 FIELD G@ALS 
game riding a four-game winning g- : 1 “Name G 0-29 30-39 40-49 50+ Total 
streak, which followed a 3-4 start. Sept. 7 New Mexico St. _W, 41-7 | MBIDASS SIS SCS aa ea a 
“I think we've come together and |S aa eyeiiy. L, 27-24 PUNTING 
we're playing good football right |INomMAmCAT eit! L, 37-13 isi PS oy aes 
now,” Kirkpatrick said. “Maybe |@yimmMmmm®) (cltoltoRS(cl-Man A AA . UNT ee 
we're more intense or maybe eM Oct. 12 vs. Oklahoma % L, 30-27 Narre rr VY REM as Tas. LP 
because it’s a do-or-die situation, but |R@mmyyOnen pter Y Adams,M. 1122 216 98 0 66 
St Senge PRA ee © Westbrook,B. 112 47 23 
toward the end of the season, we |IN aS zo) HL Tat 
¥ ov. 2 Baylor W, 28-23 White, B. 1 13 6.5 0 7 
play our best football. Nov.9 @T Tech : RS Sa |e ey a 
The two teams are less than famil- ey, iP exes Nee W, 38-32 Aachen. BHO. 4. Ei apron hitee 
iar with each other, but make no OY. @ Kansas W, 38-17 KICKOFF RETURNS 
mistakes about it, Texas and Nov. 29 Texas A&M W, 51-15 Name G No. Yds. Avg. Tds. LP 
Nebraska will become very familiar |MDERIAMEGEINClolcoh com Recta: Wiian age |. Gag: qos Aa ee 
with each other’s tendencies in the |R@UieMVAelciiy tenet kere Saas al REM Con Westbrook,B. 113 78 260 0 34 
eight days preceding the game. % Cotton Bowl — Dallas, Texas Jackson,C. 6 3 75 250 0 28 


DWIGHT KIRKPATRICK was an 
option quarterback in high school. 
He was a good option quarterback. 
So good that he could only find three 
schools who would recruit him for 
what he really wanted to do: play 
defense. Granted, the three schools 
were Texas, Texas A&M and 
Oklahoma, but Kirkpatrick was 
determined to leave his days of rush- 
ing for 1,000 yards and passing for 
another 500 behind him. 

Growing up in Waller, Texas, 
about 45 miles from Aggieland, it 
seems logical that Kirkpatrick would 
choose A&M over the Longhorns 
and Sooners. 

“We had the same fight song and 
the same school colors (as A&M) 
and they have a great tradition in 
linebackers,” he said. “But it just 
wasn’t the place for me. The atmos- 
phere and the university itself. So I 
decided to give Texas a try.” 

So he left his own back yard for 


shunning Aggieland and forgetting his high 


2 


the Central Texas Hill Country. 

Kirkpatrick did not expect much 
in his first year as a Longhorn. He 
was making the transition from safe- 
ty to outside linebacker and junior 
Jason Reeves was returning to lay 
claim on the starting position. 

Numerous injuries to the entire 
linebacker unit forced Kirkpatrick 
into early action. 

“T learned a lot from a lot of mis- 
takes I made,” Kirkpatrick said. “I 
got a chance to see what real football 
was like. I got a chance to play in a 
couple of big games like Colorado 
and A&M and I got a lot of experi- 
ence.” 

He played in all 11 games that 
season, including the Sun Bowl 
game against 19th-ranked North 


’ Carolina, and recorded 40 tackles for 


the year. 

He saw 334 plays at drop outside 
linebacker and had a career-high 
nine tackles to add to his first colle- 
giate interception against Texas 
Tech. 

When football season started this 
fall, an injury again opened a door of 
opportunity for Kirkpatrick. Starter 
Matt Jones went down in the 
Missouri game due to a broken bone 
in his hand. So Kirkpatrick came in 
and showed everyone that he’s set- 
tling in at linebacker and is ready to 
make some plays. 

The second game of the season 
against New Mexico State, which 
marked just the third start of his 
career, served as somewhat of a 
coming out party for Kirkpatrick. 

He intercepted his first pass of 
the season and was all over the field, 
batting down passes and pressuring 
Aggie quarterback Chad Salisbury 
into intentional grounding penalties. 
After the game, defensive coordina- 
tor Gary Darnell showed little sur- 
prise in Kirkpatrick’s performance. 


school days at quarterback, Dwight Kirkpatrick 


found a home in the UT defense 
¢ by Jason Becker 


Destined 


“Dwight’s been doing that for a 
while in practice,” Darnell said. “He 
played safety and quarterback in 
high school, so he has a knack for 
knowing where the ball is going.” 

Kirkpatrick knows, however, that 
he has a good bit of work ahead of 
him to become the kind of performer 
UT needs at linebacker. 

“Tf I’m not making plays and 
tackles then I don’t need to be out 
there,” he said. “I know I can play a 
lot better. I still have to continue to 
work hard to get better.” 

In spite of his increased role on 
the Longhorn defense, Kirkpatrick 
remains somewhat of a behind-the- 
scenes player. 

“We each do different things bet- 
ter than the other,” he explained. 
“But if-we all come together, we’re 
about equal. I’ve had opportunities 
to go out there and play a little. It’s 
just a matter of going out and play- 
ing hard and doing what the coaches 
tell you to do.” 

Though the starting roles were 
cast. before the season ever started, 
Kirkpatrick knew that the dedication 
he has for improving himself would 
provide him with the opportunity to 
make an impact. 

“This spring I just started run- 
ning and working hard and doing 
the things I needed to do to get back 
on the field,” he said. “But there are 
a lot of areas I need to improve. I 
need to get faster and tackle better 
and overall just play better.” 

Longhorn head coach John 
Mackovic points toward 
Kirkpatrick’s intelligence and high 
school experience at defensive back 
as the major factors that have 
pushed him into the rotation at drop 
linebacker. 

“Dwight’s smart and he knows 
what we do,” Mackovic said. “He’s a 
former defensive back with good 
athletic talent. He’s able to run to the 
ball and get in position to make 
plays.” 

The fact that he has played in the 
secondary is an added bonus for 
Kirkpatrick being that the primary 
responsibility for the drop line- 
backer is pass coverage. & 
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KEY MATCHUPS 


Nebraska vs. Texas 


Nebraska Defense vs. Texas Passing Attack 


Since beating Florida in last year’s Fiesta Bowl, Nebraska has faced only 
one true passing attack — Colorado. The only Big 12 team to rank in the tep 
30 nationally in passing, Colorado was 12-of-38 for 226 yards and failed to 

throw a touchdown pass against the Huskers. 
) Keyed by junior quarterback James Brown, Texas has the second-best aeri- 
al attack in the Big 12, averaging 241.2 yards per game. The problem is that 
Brown has been up and down all season. Brown’s numbers appear to be solid 
(151-of-271, 2,115 yards and 16 touchdowns), but he has struggled at times. 
Brown was pulled in the UT loss at Virginia in favor of backup Richard 
Walton and a mild controversy arose. 

Brown’s favorite target has been senior Mike Adams, Texas’ all-time lead- 
ing receiver. Adams’ numbers are down in 1996, but he has caught 50 passes 
for 850 yards and five scores this year. 

The Longhorns don’t count on their passing attack to win games for them, 
and that’s probably a good thing. Nebraska has been more than stingy 
against the pass, allowing only 86.1 yards per game. Behind seniors Mike 
Minter and Eric Stokes, the Black Shirts have picked off almost four times as 
many passes (19) as they've allowed into the end zone (five). : 

With rush ends Jared Tomich and Grant Wistrom (The Big 12 Coaches’ 
Defensive Player of the Year) pressuring from the side, Brown will have to 
step up in the pocket and make solid throws, a skill he hasn’t shown to be his 
forte this year. 


Ma Advantage: NEBRASKA 


Nebraska Running Game vs. Texas Defense 


Texas’ No. 1 concern going into the Big 12 Championship game is slowing 
the Huskers’ ground attack, which is the best in the conference. Led by true 
freshmen noseguard Casey Hampton (64 tackles) and linebacker Aaron 
Humphrey (91 tackles) in the 3-4 scheme, Texas has had difficulty stopping 
the run, allowing opponents 199.8 yards per game during the regular season 
— eighth worst in the conference. 

If the Longhorns let Nebraska run for over 200 yards, this game will 
quickly favor the Huskers. : 

Starting I-back Ahman Green has been hampered by a turf toe injury for 
most of the season, but even at half speed, he’s been too much for most MMRGaAuauuallely 
defenses; just ask Iowa State, which Green burned for a career-high 214 yards 
three weeks ago. Even if Green, who has rushed for 917 yards and seven 
touchdowns, can’t go, the Huskers can go at least two more backs deep with- 
out losing much of a step. Senior Damon Benning and true freshman 
DeAngelo Evans have had solid years, and the fullback position is well- 
stocked, as usual, with Joel Makovicka and Brian Schuster. 

Texas will have a hard time getting penetration behind the Husker line 
that has Tom Osborne’s squad averaging 296.4 yards a game on the ground. 
After some early-season problems, the big guys up front have settled down 
and grown comfortable with each other. Guard-turned-center Aaron Taylor 
has had an All-America-caliber season. 


Advantage: NEBRASKA 


Texas Running Game vs. Nebraska Front 


This will be a key area for the Horns. If sophomore Ricky Williams and 
senior Shon Mitchell can get a running game going, it will take a lot of pres- 
sure off of Brown and open up the passing game. 

Texas’ “BMW” backfield (including Brown, who has rushed for 112 yards 
on the season) has the ability to do it. Williams has rushed for 1,305 yards on 
197 carries, and Mitchell has 664 on 110 tries. Either Mitchell or Williams has 
rushed for 100 yards in 13 of the last 18 games. 

But the Husker defense spent most of the season shutting down their 
opponents’ running game. Nebraska gave up just 71.9 yards on the ground 
per contest. If the front four of the Huskers can clog up the Horns’ running 
Jason PETER ame and force Texas to throw, Brown could be in for a long day. 


Ahman GREEN 


Ricky WILLIAMS 
dvantage: NEBRASKA = 
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Nebraska Passing Attack vs. Texas Defense 


Nebraska’s Scott Frost doesn’t have to have an exceptional day in the air 
for the Huskers to be successful. But he does have to take advantage of what 
the Longhorn secondary might give him. 

After a rough start this year, Frost ha§ become more comfortable throwing 
the ball. He is at his best running the option, but he isn’t a liability through 
the air, completing 50.6 percent of his passes (89-of-176) for 1,285 yards and 
13 touchdowns. 

Having sure-handed receivers like Brendan Holbein (20 catches for 292 
=| yards), Jon Vedral (17 for 265), Kenny Cheatham (six for 94) and tight ends 
Vershan Jackson (13 for 220) and Sheldon Jackson (four for 48) doesn’t hurt, 
either. 

But any. mistakes Frost makes through the air could be costly, considering 
the Texas’ secondary is led by four seniors. Anchored by cornerback Bryant 
Westbrook and free safety Chris Carter, the Horns have one of the most dan- 
gerous units in the country. Westbrook leads the team with two intercep- 
tions, and Carter provides solid double-team help, but both are better known 
for run support. Carter is the Longhorns’ leading tackler and Westbrook has 
a reputation as the team’s hardest hitter. 

Teams often throw away from Westbrook, and toward cornerback Taje 
Allen. What Allen lacks in coverage ability, he makes up for in speed. 

Drop outside linebacker Dwight Kirkpatrick is equally adept at rushing 
the quarterback, ranking second on the team in sacks (3.0) and tied for first in 
interceptions (tw 


0). Dwight KIRKPATRICK 
Advantage: NEBRASKA = 


Scott FROST - 


Nebraska Special Teams vs. Texas Special Teams 


If the game comes down to kicking, give the Huskers the slight edge. 
Sophomore Kris Brown (from Southlake, Texas) has proved his worth this 
season, hitting 10 field goals and making 47 PATs. 

Texas’ Phil Dawson isn’t too shabby, either. After recovering from recon- 
structive knee surgery during the summer, the preseason All-American has 
connected on 16-of-21 field goals, with a long of 53 against Texas Tech. 
Dawson hasn’t had to kick a game-winner this year, but Texas coach John | 
Mackovic has said he has complete confidence in Dawson if it comes down to | 
| a game-winning kick. , 

i ao fae Ranked 10th in the nation, Jesse Kosch has seen his playing time go up this 
AUER e year as the Huskers’ punter. Kosch has booted 40 for 1,819 Satis oad 4 45.6 olde 
average. Texas’ Mark Shultis, ranked 10th in the conference, has hit 46 for 
1,818 yards (39.5 average), but has had two blocked. 

Both teams have shown they can block punts. Eric Warfield has three of 
NU’s seven. UT’s Bryant Westbrook is the Longhorns’ big threat. If Nebraska 
doesn’t get to the ball, Mike Fullman and Shevin Wiggins can take it and put 
the Huskers in good field position. Wiggins is the Big 12’s top-rated punt 
returner with a 13.5 average after returning 13 for 175 yards and one touch- 


down. NU’s oeree is so good they don’t have enough kickoff returns to 
rank in the Big 


Advantage: NEBRASKA 


; 


Mike FULLMAN 


Tom Osborne vs. John Mackovic 


It’s fair to say that this is the biggest game in Mackovic’s career at Texas, 
due to the conference implications. In the preseason, most thought Texas 
would have little problem making it to the title game to face the Huskers. But 
it’s been a rough road to St. Louis for the Horns and it has taken its toll on 
this team. 

In his five seasons at Texas, Mackovic and the Horns are 5-13-2 against | 
top-25 teams, and have never beaten a team in the top 10 (the closest thing to | 
a win was a 21-21 tie against sixth-ranked Syracuse in 1993). Mackovic now is | 
dealing with the rap of not being able to “win the big one,” much like | 
Osborne did for years. 

Osborng¢, who has faced Texas only once (a 19-3 victory in the 1974 Cotton | 
Bowl), will have his téam focused and ready. After the early season stumble |)» 
| against Arizona State, the Huskers have responded and overcome liabilities | 
a and injuries. A national title still is in reach, and a win over Texas will keep 


Tom OSBORNE the hope of a ea SeBORN ANE That’s motivation enough for the Huskers. John MACKOVIC 
Advantage: OSBORN 
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Huskers Clinch 
North Title, 


Showdown With Texas ie 


t could be remembered as a defining offensive series in a 
season that still holds at least a slim possibility of a third 
consecutive national championship. Depending on how 
the season plays out, it could become the 1996 version of 
Nebraska’s dramatic, 74-yard drive to the winning touch- 
down against Oklahoma in the “Game of the Century” at 
Norman, Okla., 25 years before. 
It could be, even though this series didn’t end in a touch- 
down. Not even close. Rather, it ended at the Colorado 35- 
yard line, third-and-12, after Scott Frost had taken snaps and 
knelt for 1-yard losses on first and second down in the late- 
afternoon gloom on the day after Thanksgiving. 
The eight-play, 35-yard drive didn’t produce six points. It 
produced three first downs and used up the final seconds of 
Nebraska’s 17-12 victory against 


Colorado. Its essence was time. 
By MIKE BABCOCK “Probably the best thing we did 


offensively was that last drive,” coach 
Tom Osborne told reporters afterward. “We just didn’t give 
the ball back to them. We were able to hammer away.” 
Backing up a few minutes, the drama 
unfolded like this: 
Midway through the fourth quarter, 
Nebraska held the 17-12 lead, which 


was seeming more and more tenuous 
with each offensive snap by the 
Cornhuskers. After Frost was sacked 


for an 8-yard loss on third-and-6 from 
his own 23-yard line, Jesse Kosch came 
on to punt for the sixth time. 

The junior from Columbus, who averaged 45.8 yards on the 
six punts, was the first player Osborne mentioned by name 
during his post-game news conference. “I thought Jesse Kosch 
did a tremendous job of punting,” he said. “I think the kicking 
game probably, overall, saved our bacon.” 

Kosch’s 41-yard punt put Colorado at its own 44-yard line, 
first-and-10 with 4:47 remaining, and with most in the crowd 
of 75,695 calling for the Cornhusker defense to hold one more 
time. 

At that point, a few in the crowd might have flashed back to 
a night in early November of 1990, when the weather condi- 
tions were similar and Nebraska took a 12-0 lead into the 
fourth quarter of a game against Colorado at Memorial 
Stadium, only to lose 27-12. That was the Buffaloes’ last victory 
against Nebraska, and it was the last time the Cornhuskers lost 
a conference game at home. 

But that was then, when Nebraska didn’t have what it has 
now, a defense for the ages. 
On first pee rush end Grant end fullback Brian 

Wistrom crashed through to sack Ko ‘ 
Detmer for a 9-yard re * Schuster (28) carried 

The tackle was one of a game-high 

13 (including another sack) credited to 
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GAME 


the offensive load 
when Green and 
Benning went down. 


Colorado photos by Jon Waller 


DeAngelo Evans (inset) 


jo $s 
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Wistrom, who showed why Big 12 
coaches had voted him conference 
Defensive Player of the Year. Other 
than picking Wistrom, however, the 
conference coaches missed the mark 
in voting for postseason awards as 
far as Nebraska was concerned. 
Wistrom and tackle Jason Peter were 
the only Cornhusker defenders 
named to the All-Big 12 first team, 
while Colorado and Kansas State 
each placed three on the first-team 
defense. 

Rover Mike Minter (see overview, 
page 23), cornerback Michael Booker 
and tackle Jeff Ogard were second- 
team defense selections. Rush end 
Jared Tomich and middle linebacker 
Jon Hesse were third-team, as was 
weakside linebacker Terrell Farley, 
who was dismissed by Osborne for 
off-the-field problems 
after the coaches’ vote 
was in. Strongside line- 
backer Jamel Williams 
received only honorable 
mention. To add insult 
to injury, Williams’ 
name was inadvertently 
left off the official news 
release. : 
The slight by the Big [iq 
12 coaches, whether| | | 
real or imagined, gaveP @ 
Nebraska’s_ defense 


——— 


added, though unneces- 
sary, motivation against Colorado. “I 
think a lot of people don’t have a 
whole lot of respect for our defense, 
judging by how they voted,” said 
Nebraska defensive backs coach 
George Darlington. 

Detmer, who completed only 12- 
of-38 passes for 226 yards, came 
away with respect for the 
Cornhusker defense. He was sacked 
three times and threw two intercep- 
tions, both off tipped passes. Middle 
linebacker Jay Foreman scored 
Nebraska’s first touchdown on a 21- 
yard return of an interception batted 
by the 6-foot-6 Ogard near the line of 
scrimmage. Williams intercepted the 
second, on a ball deflected by 
Booker, on a second-and-7 at the 
Cornhusker 21-yard line. 

Colorado had just recovered a 
fumble, forced when Frost was hit 
from the blindside, with 7:59 remain- 
ing in the game. “Nebraska’s 
defense deserves a lot of credit,” 
Detmer said. 

Williams’ interception was one of 
two critical fourth-quarter plays by 
the defense prior to the Buffaloes’ 
final possession. The other was a 
tackle for a 13-yard loss by Hesse on 
a double reverse, which followed a 
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51-yard pass play from Detmer 
to James Kidd that carried to the |; 
Nebraska 28. 

Hesse’s_ tackle pushed 
Colorado back to the 41-yard 
line so that one play later (a 1-} 
yard loss), a 33-yard pass from 
Detmer to Phil Savoy only put 
the Buffaloes at the 9-yard line 
instead of in the end zone. Then, 
as they did all afternoon, the 


Black Shirts shut the door, forc- 


ing a school-record tying fourth 
field goal by Jeremy Aldrich, a 
sophomore who was kicking for the 
first time at Colorado. 

Aldrich’s field goal, with 8:46 
remaining, made the score 17-12 and 
set the stage for the previously men- 
tioned, game-ending drama... to 
which we now return after a lengthy 
digression. 

After Wistrom’s sack, a Detmer 
pass intended for speedy Rae 
Carruth was broken up by free safe- 
ty Eric Stokes. Nebraska finished 
with a school-record 17 pass 
breakups, nearly twice the previous 
mark of nine. Freshman cornerback 
Ralph Brown had seven of the 
breakups, also a school record. 

Colorado faced third-and-19 at its 


er best seven). 


Offensive miscues didn’t prove to be 
fatal for Nebraska due to the “bacon 
saving” punting of Jesse Kosch and 
a Black Shirt secondary which broke 
up a school-record 17 passes (led by 
freshman Ralph Brown who had a 
care 


own 35-yard line, with the clock 
winding down. With no guarantee 
he would get another chance, 
Detmer teamed with Carruth on a 
33-yard pass play that kept the 
Buffaloes’ hopes of a 19-17 victory 
very much alive at the Cornhusker 
28-yard line. 

Colorado could get no closer, 
however. On first down, tailback 
Herchell Troutman was tackled by 
Wistrom and Peter for a 1-yard loss. 
Then Detmer attempted three pass- 
es, all of which were incomplete to 
give Nebraska the ball on downs, 
first-and-10 at its own 29 with 2:53 
remaining. 

“We were ready to go back out,” 
Hesse said. “We thought we’d prob- 


ably have to.” 

As it turned out, however, 
Nebraska’s defense was done for the 
day. The offense, which hadn’t 
picked up a first down since the 
opening series of the second half, 
picked up three with the running of 
Frost and fullback Brian Schuster, 
who carried three times for gains of 
3, 13 and 2 yards. 

Had freshman DeAngelo Evans 
gotten injured, Schuster would have 
been playing I-back at game’s end, 
according to assistant head coach 
and running backs coach Frank 
Solich. 

Starting I-back Ahman Green 
went to the sideline after just three 
carries and stayed there because of a 
sore left foot, which had begun both- 
ering him after practice two days 
earlier. Damon Benning, the No. 2 I- 
back, suffered a severe ankle sprain 
on the second series of the first quar- 
ter and couldn’t return. And Jay 
Sims, the No. 4 I-back, had limped 
through the week’s practices because 
of a bad ankle. 

That left only Evans, and even he 
wasn’t prepared physically to play 
as much as he did, according to 
Solich. Evans was recovering from a 
groin injury and had been unable “to 
condition (in practice) the way he 


Feeling slighted by the Big 12 
Coaches’ voting, Jason Peter (55) 


and the Black Shirts took out their 


frustration on Koy Detmer. 


should,” Solich said. As a result, “he 
wasn’t in great condition. He got 
tired, worn down.” 

It didn’t appear that way, howev- 
er. Evans carried 25 times for 123 
yards and scored Nebraska’s second 
touchdown, on a 7-yard run with 
6:47 remaining in the first half. He 
also set up the touchdown by run- 
ning 40 yards to the Colorado 8-yard 
line, on a third-and-2. Added to Kris 
Brown’s 30-yard field goal early in 
the second quarter, those points 
were enough for the victory. 

“We've never been in that situa- 
tion that I can recall,” Solich said of 
having only one I-back healthy 
enough to play. “We would have 
had to go with Schuster, which 
would have been all right.” 

Evans carried once on the final 
drive, for a 4-yard gain. But it was 
Frost who produced big plays for 
two of the crucial three first downs. 
He ran for 11 yards on a second-and- 
7 option and then gained 4 yards 
when 4 yards were needed to con- 
vert on third down, after Colorado 
had used its last time-out. 

Nebraska went back to some 
option runs on the final possession, 
after going away from the option 
following a fumbled pitch near the 
goal line late in the third quarter. 
The fumble, which was recovered by 
guard Chris Dishman at the 
Cornhusker 4-yard line, “made us a 
little bit nervous about running the 
option for a while because of the 


“We probably had to run option 
football to move it on them (the 
Buffaloes) very well. But I just got 
spooked out of it a little bit.” 

The weather was a significant fac- 
tor on both sides. The game began in 
a steady drizzle, which changed to 
rain, sleet, snow and back to drizzle 
throughout the afternoon. More than 
once, Cornhusker running backs 
slipped and fell on the artificial turf, 
sending up big splashes of water. 

It was a day fit for neither man 
nor beast — particularly Buffaloes. 
It was, however, fit for Nebraska’s 
defense. “The defensive guys, they 
love that nasty weather,” said senior 
Jon Vedral, a wingback who has the 
down-and-dirty mindset of a defen- 
sive player. “They played like cham- 
pions.” 

Even though Nebraska lost four 
fumbles, which contributed to the 
good field position Colorado had 
much of the game, the Cornhusker 
defense never allowed a touchdown. 

“We feel we’re a defense that can 
dictate tempo,” Hesse said. “We feel 
if you're going to score on us, you're 
going to have to earn it.” 

The final drive, 
belonged to the offense. 

“We knew how critical that drive 
was,” said Vedral. “We knew we 
had to buckle down. Panic? Not 
from my standpoint. It was more 
like: ‘Let’s go.’” 

It was shades of Norman, Okla., 
on Thanksgiving Day a quarter of a 
century before .. . sort of. 


however, 


Jon Waller 


Secondary 
Adjustment 


To battle passing teams, Nebraska has developed a scheme 
with Mike Minter lining up at linebacker 


ike Minter got up and 
around a little earlier 
than he planned on the 
Thursday morning fol- 
lowing the Iowa State 
game. A secretary in 
the Nebraska football 
offices had called, his 
wife, Kim, told him. George 
Darlington, his position coach, want- 
ed him to come in right away for a 
meeting. 

When Minter walked into 
Darlington’s second-floor office, he 
found teammate Octavious McFarlin 
watching while Darlington busied 
himself drawing diagrams on a 
chalkboard. Darlington told Minter 
and McFarlin they could sit down, 
then turned his attention back to the 
chalkboard. When he had finished 
the diagrams, he began discussing 
the responsibilities of the weakside 
linebacker. 

Minter and McFarlin are 
Nebraska’s top two rovers. Or, at 
least, they were. That morning, a 
week before the Colorado game, 
they became weakside linebackers. 
McFarlin was there to learn what the 


Colorado was caught off guard 
by Minter’s (10) switch. 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


weakside linebacker does so he 
could play it in a pinch. Minter, 
however, was being asked to switch 
positions . . . just three games before 
the end of his Cornhusker career. 

Asked? How about told. “I don’t 
think I had a choice,” Minter said 
with a smile. 

Early that morning, senior Terrell 
Farley, the No. 1 weakside line- 
backer, had been arrested on suspi- 
cion of drunken driving, a transgres- 
sion for which he was subsequently 
dismissed from the team by coach 
Tom Osborne. The Cornhuskers 
needed to shore up the position, 
quickly. “The best candidates would 
be rovers,” said Minter, a rover, or 
strong safety, since his first day of 
practice at Nebraska. 

Senior Ryan Terwilliger was 
ready to step up, as he had the first 
three games of the season because of 
a Farley suspension. But Minter 
played most of the Colorado game at 
weakside linebacker. 

“We just need that speed and cov- 
erage ability in there,” Osborne said. 
“Of course, Terwilliger, in some of 
the base stuff and zone coverages . .. 
he’s fine. But if we had to lock up 
man-to-man with their receivers, we 
felt like we needed to have Minter in 
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Celebrate Nebraska’s Back-to-Back 
National Championships every day of 
the year with this SPECIAL 
UNDEFEATED SEASONS AND 
BACK-TO-BACK NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS EDITION 
1997 CORNHUSKERS FOOTBALL 
LEGACY CALENDAR 


A9TENATIONAL CHAMPION NEBRASKA CORNHUSKERS 
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DIX ANEY AND OSBORNE ARE FEST BACK-TO RACK, 
COACIDS TO EACTEOIN BACK TOBACK CHASEPIONSHEPS 


Each calendar contains 16 large (11x14) 
color or black & white Frameable Huskers 
Prints, each containing a captivating story 
of events from Nebraska’s undefeated sea- 

sons including the Back-to-Back 1970-1971 

and 1994-1995 Championships. 


This special BACK-TO-BACK 
CHAMPIONSHIP EDITION 1997 
HUSKERS’ LEGACY CALENDAR is the 
third in an annual Collector’s Series making 
it the PERFECT GIFT for the Huskers fan. 


To obtain this Special Edition 1997 
Cornhuskers Legacy Calendar call 
1-800-606-8114 to locate your closest 
Nebraska retailer selling the 1997 Legacy 
calendar or if out of the Nebraska marketing 
area call toll free 1-800-606-8114 to order 
by phone. Or send $13.95 + $4.00 S&H to: 


WINNING INTERSPORTS NOSTALGIA 
P.O. BOX 2683 
KEARNEY, NE 68848 < 


NE residents add $.87 and VA residents g 
add $.78 sales tax per calendar X 
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The ‘96 Stamp vasane sutra 
Collection.. a perfect Design No.1 s 
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Design No.3 | $7.00 
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Purchase the entire collection Design No.5 | $6.00 
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{ : Design No.7 | $6.00 | $8.00 | 
The collection consist of 7 sheets of ‘ial Offer — Entire Collecti - 
the 50-Stamp Sheet (one of each design) and Special Gites = Eovine Lokeean 


7 Frameable Stamps (one of each design). SUBTOTAL 


A $100 value for $75. 


*THESE ARE NOT POSTAGE STAMPS! 


Make checks payable to: 
GRAPHIC SELLING, INC. 


++* Colorado residence add 3.8% sales tax! 


FOR INFORMATION CALL OR WRITE: 
GRAPHIC SELLING, INC. / Ken Allen 
P.O. Box 6134 ® Littleton, Colorado 80121 ® (303) 771-4237 


LOOKING FOR A JOB? 
DO YOU NEED HELP STAFFING 


YOUR OFFICE? CALL PRO STAFF 
FOR PEOPLE YOU CAN COUNT ON. 


Pro Staff offers Great pay and benefits, 
scholarships and bonuses for our employees. 
We have full and part-time, Temporary and 
PERMANENT Openings in The Following areas: 


Office Clerical © Banking 
Legal © Light Industrial 


Administrative @ Customer SERVICE 


Accou NTING © Data Entry 


Word Processing © Reception 


Pro Staff can provide your company the best help available and a money 
back Guarantee. Next time you Need staffing assistance or Help 
in your job search, give Pro Staff a call at 402-398-9294. 


PRO STAFF’ 


people you can count on= 
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there at that linebacker spot. 

“It’s tough to go from safety to 
linebacker in one week’s time. But 
he seemed to do well.” 

Not everyone could have made 
such a short-notice adjustment. 
Minter, however, is among the most 
football-intelligent players on the 
team, according to Darlington. He 
could talk defensive strategy with 
National Football League coaches, 
Darlington told reporters after the 
Colorado game. 

Jamel Williams, the Cornhuskers’ 
top strongside linebacker, under- 
stands as well as anyone what 
Minter went through during the 
week before the Colorado game. 
Like Minter, Williams was a running 
back and defensive back in high 
school. But Nebraska saw him as a 
big-play linebacker. 

To the untrained eye, at least, 
Minter played as if he had been a 
weakside linebacker all along. He 
made four tackles and broke up a 
pass, vaulting over a defender and 
reaching as high as he could. 

At 5-foot-10 and 190 pounds, 
Minter certainly doesn’t look the 
part of a linebacker. Before the game, 
he wondered: “How am I going to 
stand up in the trenches with those 
big guys?” 

The best way, he concluded, was 
to avoid opposing offensive linemen 
altogether. “I was telling our front 
guys, ‘Keep those linemen off me,’” 
Minter said. For the most part, they 
did. 

That Nebraska had the Saturday 
after the Iowa State game off gave 
Minter a little more time to adjust. 
He didn’t begin to feel comfortable 
at his new position for “two or three 
days,” he said. 

Outside the team, few people 
knew of the plan to use Minter at 
weakside linebacker. It was, for the 
most part, a well-kept secret until 
the second play from scrimmage 
Friday. 

Texas, which advanced to this 
week’s Big 12 playoff game in St. 
Louis by defeating Texas A&M 51-15 
earlier in the day, has a strong pass- 
ing attack. Longhorns’ quarterback 
James Brown passed for four touch- 
downs, including two to All-Big 12 
wide receiver Michael Adams, in the 
lopsided victory against their tradi- 
tional rivals. Plus, Nebraska almost 
certainly will face a pass-oriented 
offense in a bowl game. The 
Cornhuskers will need speed at out- 
side linebacker. And Minter has that. 

“Minter probably will go the rest 
of the way there,” said Osborne. 


STATISTICS 


vs. NOVEMBERSZS alld 36 


COLORADO 


Nemornrial Stadium ° Lincoln, Neb. 
Atendamase U3,895 


SCORE BY QUARTERS 


TEAM 
NEBRASKA 
COLORADO 


4 3 64 Final 
7 17 
12 


TEAM STATS 


qv NU 
First Downs 14 13 
Rushing 12 
Passing 
Penalty 
Rushing Attempts 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
Net yards rushing 
Net yards passing 
Passes attempted 38 
Passes completed 12 
Had intercepted 2 
Total plays 70 
Total net yards 277 
Avg. gain per play 4.0 4.5 
Fumbles-lost 0-0 5-4 
Penalties-yards 9-50 11-70 
Punts-yards 7-245 6-275 
Avg. per punt 35.0 45.8 
Possession time 30:13 29:47 


~] [DEFENSIVE LEADERS 


NEBRASKA 
Player 
Wistrom 
Hesse 
Williams, J. 
Wartield 
Peter 
Minter 
Brown, R. 
Tomich 
Ogard 
Shaw 
Booker 
Stokes 
Saltsman 
Foreman 
Terwilliger 


COLORADO 
Player 
Rosga 
Navies 
Russell 
Merkerson 
Black 
Simmons 
Olson 
Maumau 


Solo Asst TI Sacks Int. 
10 13 2 
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INDIVIDUAL LEADERS ; 


RUSHING 
NE 


Player 
Evans 
Schuster 
Frost 
Benning 
Vedral 
Green 
Makovicka 


: 
: 
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Player 
Troutman 
Detmer 
Savoy 


NEBRASKA 
Cmp-Att-Int 
6-14-0 56 0 
COLORADO 
Player Cmp-Att-Int Yds TD 
Detmer 12-38-2 226 0 


FIELD GOALS 
NEBRASKA 
Att Made Distance 


Brown 2 1 30 
COLORADO 

Player Att Made Distance 

Aldrich 4 4 45, 40, 38, 27 


Player 


RECEIVING 


Player APC Lng 
Holbein Ui eiaz7/ 
Brown, L. 10.0 10 
Evans 9.0 9 


Jackson 8.0 8 


6 6.0 
COLORADO 


Rec Yds APC Lng 
Heffner 3 54 18.0 22 
Kidd 2 59 29.5 51 
Carruth 2 47 23.5 37 
2 
1 


Player 


Anderson 21 10.5 15 
Savo' 33 «33.0 33 


NEBRASKA 
Player Att Yds Avg Lng 
Fullman 2 26 13.0 16 
McFarlin 1 -1 -1.0 0 

COLORADO 
Player Att Yds Avg Lng 
Nunez 4 -4 -1.0 0 


KICKOFF Pee 


Player Att Yds Avg 
Wiggins 3 61 «20:3 
Evans 2 S575 
COLORADO 
Player Att Yds Avg 
Nunez 1 24 24.0 


1996 SEASON STATS 


(11 GAMES) 


f ts Tds 
Green, A. 10; “155: 917 91.7 7 
Evans, D. 10 116 646 64.6 11 
Benning, D. 10 85 465 46.5 7 
Frost, S. 11-108 391 35.5 9 
Sims, J. 8 36 256 32.0 3 
Shuster, B. 10 40 184 18.4 1 
Turman, M. 9 21 122 13.5 3 
Makovicka, J. 9 21 114 12.6 0 
Perino, J. 5 51 12.8 (0) 
Cobb, J. 6 12 43 7.0 1 
Christo, M. 4 3 35 8.8 0 
Eicher, C. 2 2 18 9.0 0) 
Kingston, B. 5 9 10 2.5 0 
Olnes, J. 2 3 8 4.0 0 
Legate, B. 5 3 8 1.6 0 
Wiggins, Ss. 9 2 7 0.7 0 
London, F. 3 3 6 3.0 0 
Cheatham, K. 7 1 -16 -2.3 0 

PASSING 

Name G C-A-I Pct. Yds. Tds. 
Frost, S. 11 89-176-3 50.6 1,285 13 


Turman, M. 9-19-0 474 126 
Perino, J. ~ 


Name 


Holbein, B. 11 20 292 
Vedral, J. 11 17 265 ise a. 7 t 
Jackson, V. 10 13 220 16.9 20.2 4 
Green, A. 10 9 93 10.3 9:3 0 
Cheatham, K. 7 6 94 156 134 1 
Evans, D. 10 6 33 5.5 3.3 0 
Brown, L. 6 5 101 20:2 16:8: 1 
Lake, J. 6 4 101 25.3 168 1 
Jackson,S. 6 4 48 12.0 80 2 
Shuster, B. 10 3 74 24.6 74 +O 
Makovicka, J. 9 3 28 3.0 3.1 0 
Wien Si uo 2 30 15.0 3.3 0 
3 1 19 19.0 6.3 0 
edwards, J.R. 3 1 10 10.0 5.0 0 
Legate, B. 5 1 9 9.0 18 0O 
Wieting, o: : i 6 6.0 zo 
Benning, D. =| 1.0 -0. 
FIELD GOALS 
Name G Att. Good meng 
Brown, K. 11 17 1 5 
DEFENSE 
Name G UT AT TT Int. Sacks 
Williams, J. 11 30 55 85 3 5 
Hesse, J. 11 (31 49 80 0 2 
Wistrom, G. 11 26 43 69 1 9.5 
Peter, J. 11 16 39 §5 0 4 
Farley, T. 8 15 28 «43 0 3 
Foreman, J. 11 10 33 43 2 0.5 
Minter, M. 11 («11 31 42 5 0 
Tomich, J. 11 14 24 38 0 5 
Stokes,E. 11 15 22 37 0 0 
Warfield, E. 11 14 19 33 2 0 
Ogard, J. 10 10 22 32 0 1 
Rucker, M. 10 15 15 30 0 7 
Booker, M. 10 8 17 ~25 1 0 
Brown, R. i 12 12 24 4 0 
McFarlin, O. 115 19 24 0 0 
Kelsay, ie 10 9 134 =22 0 2.5 
Wiltz, J. 115 15 720 0 1 
Temilli er,R. 10 5 15 20 0 1 
Shaw, 10 9 1 20 0 1.5 
Toline, ip 8 6 9 15 0 0 
List, G. 8 10 13 1 0 
Jackson, J. ie) 10 13 1 0.5 
Johnson, E. 6.2 10 12 0 0 
Brown, M. 10 8 4 12 1 0 
Saltsman,S. 9 0 12 12 0 0) 
Fullman, M. eye 4 11 10) 0 
Ortiz, T. Yee) 7 10 0 1 
Walther, E. 5 4 4 8 0 0 
Peterson, J. 7 3 3 6 0 0 
Warren, S. 6 2 4 6 0 0.5 
Allen, D. 4 3 2 5 0 2 
TEAM STATISTICS NU 
Total Offensive Yards 4,671 2,562 
Net Rushing Yards 3,260 856 
Passing Yards 1,411 1,706 
Scoring Ist 2nd 3rd 4th TOT 
NU 75 159 160 91 485 
Opponents 22 27 17 50 116 


1996 NEBRASKA 
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


Record (Conference) — 10-1 
Sept. 7 Michigan State 
Sept. 21 @ Arizona State 
Sept. 28 Colorado State 
Oct.5  @ Kansas State 


Baylor 

@ Texas Tech 
Kansas 

@ Oklahoma 
Missouri 

@ lowa State 
Colorado 
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It’s a whole new ball game. 


SEASON TICKETS AND FOUR GAME PACKAGES (518-824) STILL AVAILABLE. FOR TICKETS OR INFORMATION CALL 1-800-8 BIG RED. 


a) 


_ 


Adjusting to the post-football 


aspect of life won’t be tough for 


ff 


hen Mike Minter arrived at Nebraska as a 
scholarship recruit in the fall of 1992, his 
goals were similar to those of just about 
everyone else, including walk-ons. The 
best-case scenario would be to earn All-American hon- 
ors and leave as a first-round National Football League 
draft pick. 

He could settle for a little less and still be satisfied, 
he thought. But not too much less. 

Few athletes achieve the success Minter expected. 
You don’t have to major in actuarial science to realize 
the odds are heavy against you. But when you’re 18 
years old and accustomed to athletic success, it’s easy to 
consider yourself the exception, no matter what the 
laws of probability indicate. 

Exceptional athletes at age 18, which he certainly 
was, “don’t understand the odds are stacked against 
us,” Minter said recently. “It’s amazing how you can 
get swept up in all of that.” 

The first day of practice as a freshman offers some 
indication of the challenge to be faced, “when you see 
about 15 players as good as you are at your position,” 
he said, exaggerating only slightly. 

And when you return to your dorm room after prac- 
tice each day during your redshirt season, you begin to 
wonder if maybe the goals you brought from high 


school should be amended just a little. 

Minter remembers sitting in his dorm room as a red- 
shirt and weighing the merits of transferring. “Man, I’m 
not playing,” he would tell himself daily. “I could go 
somewhere else and play right now.” 

Without encouragement from Will Shields, Minter 
might have acted on such an ill-advised plan. Shields, 
like Minter, was from Lawton, Okla., and had struggled 
with similar emotions four years before. He stuck it out, 
however, and achieved the success most could only 
imagine. 

Shields was a three-year starter. He was a consensus 
All-American. He received the Outland Trophy as the 
nation’s best collegiate lineman. And he left Nebraska 
as a third-round NFL draft pick. 

‘T’ve got to thank Will Shields. He was easy to talk 
to,” said Minter. 

As a co-captain, Minter has tried to be accessible to 
teammates struggling with emotions similar to those 
that once threatened to send him packing for home. 

“T hear the same things I said from younger guys 
now,” he said. “If they have something to talk about, 
they can come and talk to me. 

“A lot of the guys kid me and call me ‘Old Man.’ 
You do get to feeling old at times. I couldn’t do another 
year here.” 


by mike babcock 


Minter is among 24 seniors who 
are completing their Cornhusker 
careers. Twenty of them, including 
Minter, have been at Nebraska for 
five years, and all but one of the 20 
redshirted as freshmen. 

Unlike the others, Jared Tomich 


Every handcrafted Walker-Stevens sculpture captures the very 


moment in time when the action and the aesthetic collide. couldn’t practice in 1992 because of 
: , : NCAA freshman eligibility require- 
Start your collection today with our University of Nebraska ments. Mike Fullman transferred 


from Rutgers University in 1994. 
Terrell Farley transferred from 
Independence, Kan., Junior College 
in 1995. Michael Booker and Jamel 
oe Williams arrived in 1993. As was the 

ee Yeap case with Tomich, they had to sit out 

$199.95 ry an entire year before becoming eligi- 


Running Back, Wide Receiver or Quarterback. 


each ble 
plus 


; The senior class includes 13 play- 
peers lg ae ers who walked on. Only eight of the 
; 22 scholarship recruits from 1992 
remain. Four others in that recruit- 
ae : ; ing class completed their eligibility 
Ef . Ss f ; d prior to this season: Tommie Frazier, 
ig Se ae ees Clinton Childs and junior college 
transfers Kareem Moss and Toby 
Wright. 
To order call Two other 1992 scholarship 


8S00-69 11-2224 recruits came from Oklahoma: Willis 


Walker Stevens Productions Brown (Edmond) and Ben Rutz 

P.O. Box 22 (Oklahoma City). Brown’s career 

McCook, NE 69001 was ended by injury. Rutz was a 
senior at Kansas this season. 

Minter had to sit out not only as a 
freshman redshirt but also most of 
his sophomore season, after suffer- 
ing a serious knee injury in the sec- 
ond game at Texas Tech. The red- 
shirt and then the injury made the 
early years go slowly. “It used to be: 


Se ANG TAG | Minter sic’ Now, "ts amazing how 
oe . oe 


fast the time has gone. It seems like 
just the other day I was a redshirt.” 

Much has changed in the five 
years since Minter left Lawton with 
dreams of being an All-American. 
“When I went home last summer, all 
my family said: ‘Chris (his middle 
name), man, you're different. You're 
not the same person who left here.’ I 
can’t really see it, but they can,” he 
said. 

His way of looking at the world is 
different. His attitudes have been 
shaped by several events, including 
the knee injury and the long road to 
rehabilitation, which extended 
through last season. 

After the Washington State game 
a year ago, Cornhusker defensive 
coordinator Charlie McBride went so 
far as to suggest Minter’s effective- 
ness had diminished to the point 
that he might be finished playing. In 
addition, Minter came out of last 
spring as the No. 2 rover behind 
Octavious McFarlin. 


ADULT JACKETS 


His determination to succeed 
in football was unabated. But his 
attitude toward it changed dra- 


matically as a result of a shift in ; 
focus in his personal life. Minter ancrm kanal fe Fikes ee 
met and married hs ie Kin FE ian rs 
8 ae : Michael Booker CB _— Oceanside, Neb. 
couple had their first child Ee -enris Dishman oc Cozad, Neb. 
year and a half ago: Michael SAMIAT ICRU EN LB Columbus, Ga. 
Minter Jr. Mike Fullman cB Roselle, N.J. 
“After I had a son, it was like BP Gr LB Lincoln, Neb. 
360 degrees from football being FERS CUM GTi) SE Cozad, Neb. 
first to being almost last. You GWA GS oT Seward, Neb. 
look at life a whole different [ER EQRIUE: RE Elmwood, Neb. 
way. It’s just amazing,” said *Mike Minter RV Lawton, Okla. 
Minter. “You have to raise a kid [fepehbaligaspenbi eA St. Paul, Neb. 


in society, and you go from try- 


; to beeome-the best football Scott Saltsman DT Wichita Falls, Texas 
Tg HO BECOME "TNE DER! LOOK Ay Rien me teers FB Fullerton, Neb. 
player to trying to become the FRR RYAN cB Lincoln, Neb. 
best father. Ryan Terwilliger LB Grant, Neb. 

“Being a father is tougher, big Ftet mriiltan RE St. John, Ind. 
time. You're learning every day. FieCCi mic oT Lincoln, Neb. 
Football, I always had that in SCR Ott OB Wahoo, Neb. 
me, what to do and how to do it. BEGUM EEE! WB Gregory, S.D. 
But being a father... you're Matt vrzal OG Grand Island, Neb. 


business.” 

The responsibility inherent in 
being a parent makes it a much 
greater task, assuming, of course, the 
parent understands and accepts the 
responsibility. That can be extremely 
difficult, especially for someone try- 
ing to meet the demands of major 
college athletics. Personal concerns 
must be set aside. 

Some aren’t ready to do that. “A 
lot of people think: ‘As long as it 
doesn’t hinder what I’m doing with 
football, it’s OK,’ “” Minter said. A 
child can be regarded as a hindrance 
rather than a blessing. 

Minter’s attitude about that is 
unequivocal. “Having a child is the 
greatest thing on earth. Football 
can’t come close,” he said. “The love 
I have for my son will always be 
there. Football won’t.” 

About the time his son was born, 
Minter also underwent a religious 
awakening. The knee injury and the 
insight it gave him into the transito- 
ry nature of athletic success also con- 
tributed to the awakening. Mostly, 
however, it was the birth of Michael 
Jr. “I understood that was the only 
way I could become a great father,” 
said Minter. “Having God in my life 
made that focus . . . but it wasn’t nat- 
ural, believe me. I came here to have 
fun. I thought: ‘When I finish, then I 
can get married, have a family, start 
going to church.” 

As it turns out, those things have 
given him substantial joy, which 
he'll be able to take with him when 
he leaves Nebraska, and eventually 
football. His sense of self-worth no 


Mike Roberts RV 


*Captain 


longer depends on that. 

Many athletes have difficulty 
adjusting once their playing careers 
have ended. They can’t walk away 
from the football field without losing 
their identity. “This is not every- 
thing,” Minter said. 

“A lot of players get caught up in 
it and never want it to end. But what 
are you going to do when it does? 
Where is your future? Before I 
accepted Christ, I wouldn’t have 
wanted football to end, either.” 

Minter is no less competitive than 
when he arrived at Nebraska five 
years ago. His senior season has 
been his best, in fact. He has been a 


The tragic death of Brook 
Berringer was a harsh reminder 
of the fragileness of life 


Bob Berry 


stabilizing influence in the sec- 
ondary. And he has contributed 
significantly to the most offen- 
sive defense during Tom 
Osborne’s 24 seasons as head 
coach. 

The difference is, Minter now 
has a perspective on life that 
transcends his 22 years. 

He is neither smug nor compla- 
cent, however. The tragic death 
of Brook Berringer last April was 
a harsh reminder of the fragile- 
ness of life. Berringer’s death 
affected him deeply, said Minter. 
“I was on fire. I thought nothing 
could stop me. You start to get 
complacent, thinking: ‘I’m cool.’ 

“But you don’t know when 
your time will come. So how can 
you become complacent? In foot- 
ball, you've got a schedule, a 
routine. Everything is laid out. 
You don’t have that with your 
life.” 

During the fourth quarter of the 
Cornhuskers’ next-to-last home 
game against Missouri, Minter 
and Eric Stokes, another fifth-year 
senior and defensive back who has 
endured his own considerable hard- 
ships in order to be successful, stood 
on the west sideline together and 
talked about how quickly the time at 
Nebraska had passed and how the 
Colorado game would be their last at 
Memorial Stadium. 

“Every guy who comes here 
thinks if he can be an All-American, 
he’ll be happy. Then things don’t 
work out... people fall by the way- 
side,” said Minter. “That’s why 
Christ plays such a big role in my 
life.” 

He looks back now and sees his 
immaturity that first fall at 


Nebraska. Much has happened since 
then. “Never in my wildest dreams 
did I think it would have ended up 
like this,” he said. @ 


ay st 
ee . 
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A SERVICE OF HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


$2.00 for the first minute 
$1.00 for each minute 
thereafter 
Callers under 18 must 
have parents’ permission 


DONT MISS OUT! 


Line 1 Daily Practice Reports 
Check out what happened in practice as the 
Huskers prepare for their bowl. This is the 
only way to get the inside scoop daily, 
unless you're at the practice. 


Line 2 Game Recaps 

If you want more than the score and can’t 
wait for the magazine, call and get early 
results. Find out who scored the big plays 
and what decided the game. On-line within 
two hours of the end of the Big 12 
Championship Game and the bowl game. 


Line 3 Football Recruiting 
Each week we explore who the Huskers are 
chasing and break down the needs by 
position. 

This line will begin daily updates starting 
January 2, 1997. 


Line 4 Basketball Recaps 
Find out how Danny Nee’s club did within 
three hours of the game’s finish. All the 
stats, plays and inside you could need. 


Each prompt is updated 
by 9 p.m. (CST) unless noted 


FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE CALL 
1-800-397-3715 
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1997 Class Takes Shape 


Husker verbals grow to 10 with addition 
of offensive lineman Steve Alstadt 


ebraska’s way of 
recruiting is also 
becoming the way of 
the 1990s — get a verbal 
commitment from 
every great player in- 
state before December 
and offer scholarships 
to the top players in the 
nation based on the team’s needs at 
each position. The goal is to 
have at least half the class 
committed before December 
and then at least two-thirds 
by January. 

The Huskers have been 
very successful at this proce- 
dure under the direction of 
associate athletic director and 


about me. When they stayed in con- 
tact and finally offered I knew I had 
to follow my heart and go where I 
have always wanted to go. 

“I have always wanted to play at 
Nebraska, but it was tough to tell 
Kansas State, ‘no.’ They have been 
very nice to me and I am sure they 
are not real happy with me right 
now. But right now, I have to worry 
about myself and Nebraska 
is the school for me.” 

Alstadt is the third offen- 
sive lineman to come from 
within the state. David ~ 
Volke (6-5, 260, 4.8) of 
Battle Creek and Kyle 
Kollmorgen (6-4, 267, 5.2) of 
Lincoln (Southeast) commit- 


head of football opera- 
tions Steve Pederson. By 

Pederson has turned JAMES 
it up a notch at HALE 
Nebraska, leading the Huskers to 
two straight top-five classes. 
Pederson’s Tennessee class of 1994 
was ranked No. 1 by most recruiting 
publications. 

Nebraska will miss Pederson’s 
leadership when he accepts the ath- 
letic director post at the University 
of Pittsburgh on Dec. 1, 1996. 

However, the recruiting program 
Pederson designed is firmly in place 
and the Huskers 


ted earlier. Kollmorgen one 
of the first. players 
to whom the 
Huskers offered a 
scholarship. 

Nebraska also 
got a very early 
jump on their quar- 
terback needs. 

Eric Crouch (6- 
0, 185, 4.5) of 
Omaha (Millard North), Neb., is 
regarded by most as the top 
run/pass quarterback in the country. 
Crouch capped off a brilliant career 
with nearly 1,300 


are rolling on. 
Heading into 
December, the 
Huskers have 10 
commitments in}s 


latest coming from 
offensive lineman 


255, 5.2) of Fort 
Calhoun, Neb. . pea 
Alstadt had 
originally given a 
verbal commit- | 
ment to Kansas} 
State after atténd- |qy 
ing the Wildcat\y 
summer camp. 
“Nebraska was 
the school I really k= 
wanted to go to all along,” 


mer, 


Sais Newcombe’ s 
Alstadt said. “When Kansas decision to commit ly 
State offered back in the sum- early so that he could 
I wasn’t sure what concentrate on his 


yards rushing, 600 
passing and 20 touch- 
downs (15 rushing) 
during his senior sea- 
my) son. 

Bobby Newcombe 
(6-0, 185, 4.5) of 
JAlbuquerque 
(Highland), N.M., is 
rated right at the top of 
recruiters’ lists with 
"| Crouch. Newcombe hit 
| on 41-of-72 passes this 
past season for 735 
yards, 13 touchdowns 
and one interception, 
while rushing for.751 

yards (8.9 yards per 
satay) and nine scores. 
At receiver, the 
Huskers will like- 
sign Matt 
Davison (6-2, 170, 
4.5) of Tecumseh, 


Nebraska’s thoughts were senior season paid off. Neb. 


Kyle Vanden Bosch can Bey, 
inside or outside linebacker, but 
will probably end up at rush end 
at Nebraska. 

Davison closed out a brilliant 
career with 63 catches for 1,314 
yards and 20 touchdowns. 

Irwin Swinney (6-0, 180, 4.42) of 
Lincoln (Southeast) is considered 


one of the best athletes in the coun- ~ 


try, and easily could fit into the 
receiver category. He also could play 
in the secondary, as well, especially 
at the soon-to-be vacant safety posi- 
tions. 

The interesting thing about 
Swinney is that he has played only 
one year of organized football. He 
had a really good summer camp, 
and Nebraska was impressed with 
his raw talent and ability. 

The Cornhuskers have cleaned up 
at linebacker with their early com- 
mitments. 

Kyle Vanden Bosch (6-4, 235, 
4.55) of Inwood (W. Lyon), Iowa, is 
rated by most as the top linebacker 
prospect in the country. Vanden 
Bosch can play inside or out, but 
probably will fill the outside pass 
rushing role that the Huskers have 
made famous. 

James Burrows (6-3, 230, 4.8) of 
Ames, Iowa, has played his way into 
top national linebacker status. A 
great inside linebacker prospect, 
Burrows is a solid hitter and is rated 
right behind Vanden Bosch in Iowa. 

Burrows, who was offered a 
scholarship by Kansas State and 
Iowa State (as a tight end), had some 
allegiance-to Nebraska before the 
season because his father played for 
the school. 

Mark Vedral (6-1, 200, 4.7) out of 
Gregory, S.D., will be the latest 
Vedral brother to play for the Big 
Red. An all-conference player and 
team MVP, Vedral plays both run- 
ning back and linebacker. He chose 
Nebraska over Iowa, Minnesota and 


Wyoming. 
A key priority for the Huskers is 
reloading in the secondary. i 


Three of the four starters in the 
secondary will be lost due to gradu- 
ation. At press time, the Huskers still 
led on cornerback Dion Booker (6-2, 
185, 4.5) of Oceanside (El Camino), 
Calif. The Huskers own a slight lead 
over Texas, Colorado, Washington 
State and California. THe Huskers, 
figure to have an advantage with 
Dion’s older brother, Michael, being 
one of the graduating seniors. 

Marlon Guess (5-10, 165, 4.5) of 
Ponca City, Okla., is rated as one of 
the nation’s top 150 defensive backs. 


VISITOR 
Teco om 


HOME 
JOWN 


< 


WILDCATS 


ae a 


Guess said Nebraska, Texas A&M 
and Notre Dame are his top three, 
with Penn State and Iowa getting his 
final two visits. 

The Huskers also lead on one of 
the top safety prospects in the coun- 
try. Larry Hollinquest (6-1, 175, 4.5) 
of Houston (Sam Houston), Texas, is 
the best in the state, and has 
Nebraska out in front of Colorado, 
Arkansas, Texas A&M and Texas. 


, Hollinquest also is being scouted as 


a wide receiver and running back. 
Derrick Gibson (6-2, 195, 4.55) of 


Miami (Killian), Fla., is the best safe- ° 


ty prospect in Florida. It will be 
tough to beat Florida State and 
Notre Dame, but the Huskers have 
earned a visit, as have Tennessee 
and Auburn. 

John Norman (6-2, 190, 4.55) of 
Midland (Lee), Texas, is rated by 
many as the best defensive back in 
the country. Norman has said 
Nebraska is very much in the hunt, 
along with Michigan, Colorado, 
Texas, Texas Tech and USC. 

The Huskers also have jumped 
into the lead for one of the nation’s 


top noseguard prospects in Robert 


PLAYER 

Steve Aistadt 
James Burrows 
Eric Crouch 


Matt Davison 

Kyle Kolimorgen 
Bobby Newcombe 
Irwin Swinney 
Kyle Vanden Bosch 
Mark Vedral 

David Volke 


Bernard (6-3, 255, 4.8) of Baytown 
(Sterling), Texas. Bernard is highly- 
coveted because of his lateral speed. 
He could use some weight training, 
but has the raw ability to play right 
away. 

Nebraska leads Texas, Texas 
A&M, Florida and Florida State. 

Nationally-ranked defensive end 
Darryl “Rocky” Bright (6-5, 240, 4.6) 
of Tulsa (Booker T. Washington) has 
set a visit with Nebraska on Jan. 17. 
He also will visit Oklahoma, Notre 
Dame (Dec. 13), Texas A&M (Jan. 10) 
and Michigan (Jan. 24). 

Nebraska has 18 scholarships to 
give and with the 10 already com- 
mitted, the Huskers are on their way 
to no worse than a top 10 recruiting 
class. If they fill their needs in the 
secondary and along the defensive 
line, then this class jumps into the 
top five. Hi 


Darryl “Rocky” Bright, one 

of the top Selanne ends in the 
country, has set a visit with 
Nebraska for Jan. 17. 


HOMETOWN (SCHOOL) 

Fort Calhoun, Neb. 

Ames, lowa 

Omaha (Millard North), Neb. 
Tecumseh, Neh. 

Lincoln (Southeast), Neb. 
Albuquerque (Highland), N.M. 
Lincoln (Southeast), Neb. 
inwood (West Lyon), lowa 
Gregory, S.D. 

Battle Creek, Neb. 
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LONE 
STARS 


The state of Texas has long been 
a hotbed for high school 
football and a perfect recruiting 
ground for the Huskers 


Imost from the time his family moved to 
Wichita Falls, Texas, from Flint, Mich., Scott 
Saltsman can remember the lights from the 
high school football stadium shining 
through the window of his room on Friday 
nights in the fall. The stadium sits across the 
street from the Saltsman home, on what was once the 
edge of Wichita Falls, a community of 100,000 on 
Highway 281 near the Oklahoma border. 

The land surrounding Wichita Falls is populated with 
cattle, raised for beef, and it is dotted by little more than 
mesquite brush. It is so flat that on football Friday nights 
“you can see the lights (of the stadium) from 30 or 40 
miles away,” said Saltsman, Nebraska’s senior defensive 
tackle. 

The stadium holds more than 20,000 and is almost 
always filled. It has an artificial turf field. It would make 
some universities proud. When Saltsman was a 
Cornhusker redshirt, he took a friend home for a visit. As 
they approached Wichita Falls, his friend asked: “What's 
that in the distance?” 

“Wait ‘til we get there,” Saltsman replied. 

The closer they got, the better their view of the stadi- 
um. Saltsman’s friend wanted to know if it were a college 
field. “He couldn’t believe it,” Saltsman said recently. 
“My buddy was in awe. Hey, that’s what high school 
football is like in Texas. It’s been that way for as long as I 
can remember.” 

Texas has more than 260,000 square miles and nearly 
19 million people. It is both vast and populous. The state 
takes pride in its size and in doing things in a big way. 
High school football is no exception. “I think it’s taken a 
lot more seriously by the community,” said Saltsman. 
“Guys play just as hard here (in Nebraska). But the 
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teed 


emphasis is greater.” 

High school teams play as many as 10 regular-season 
games, according to Saltsman. “If you’re a state champi- 
on, you have to win 16 or 17 games. They play through 
the middle of December.” 

Even though the passion for football in Texas is fairly 
universal, that played by high schools holds a special 
place. For example, if Texas and Texas A&M were to play 
each other on a Friday night, “I can’t say for sure, but 
people might go watch a high school game instead,” said 
Saltsman. If college teams other than Texas and Texas 
A&M were playing on a Friday night, he wouldn’t have 
any doubt. 

Saltsman, the Black Shirts’ third defensive tackle, is 
among six Texans who have contributed to Nebraska’s 
success this season. Junior Aaron Taylor, also from 
Saltsman’s high school in Wichita Falls (they were team- 
mates), is the starting center. Junior Octavious McFarlin, 
from Bastrop, is the No. 2 rover. Junior Mike Van Cleave, 
from Huffman, is the No. 3 offensive right guard. 
Sophomore Kris Brown, from Southlake, is the No. 1 
place-kicker. And redshirted freshman Julius Jackson, 
from Gainesville, is the No. 3 middle linebacker. 
Freshman redshirts Justin Ferrell and Clint Finley also are 


from Texas. Ferrell, an offensive lineman, is from 
McAllen. Finley, a quarterback turned a safety, is from 
Cuero. 

The Cornhuskers have consistently recruited Texas 
under Tom Osborne. Nearly four dozen Texans have 
earned letters during Osborne’s 24 seasons, beginning 
with Tom Sorley, Kelvin Clark, Rick Berns and Keith 
Bishop in 1976. All were members of Osborne’s 1974 
recruiting class. 

Sorley, a captain in 1978, was a quarterback from Big 
Spring. Clark was a consensus All-American offensive 
tackle from Odessa. He is now the strength coach at 
Texas Tech. Berns was an I-back from Wichita Falls. And 
Bishop, who transferred to Baylor, was a center from 
Midland. 

“We've always been interested in Texas players,” said 
Osborne. A check of Nebraska media guides shows that 
only five Texans earned letters during Bob Devaney’s 11 
seasons as head coach, and two of those — Rudy Johnson 
and Willie Paschall — were recruited by Devaney’s pre- 
decessor, Bill Jennings. Johnson, from Aransas Pass, and 
Paschall, from San Antonio, were both halfbacks. 

The other Texas lettermen under Devaney were quar- 
terback Ernie Sigler (1967-68) from Dallas, center Doug 


Jamail (1970-71) from Bellaire and defensive tackle Dan 
Malone (1970) from Longview. 

“At one time, Texas players just stayed in Texas. It was 
pretty hard to get the good (high school) players out of 
Texas,” Osborne said. “It runs in cycles. We like to get 
two or three a year from Texas.” 

The adjustment from parts of Texas to Nebraska isn’t 
as difficult as it might seem. “For the most part, it’s not 
too far away, and northern and west Texas, Lubbock and 
Amarillo, are a lot like here. I’ve always felt west Texas, 
geographically as well as the people, was similar to 
Nebraska,” Osborne said. 

That’s true, to some extent, according to Saltsman. 
“We'll get wind chills in the 20’s (in Wichita Falls) in late 
January and occasionally snow, maybe a half-inch. But 
during the football season, it’s hot. It might be 95 degrees 
at night in September,” he said. “I remember playing a 
game in Amarillo when it was 25 degrees, though. I had 
never been that cold in my life . . . I’m not kidding.” 

Amarillo is 225 miles to the west, in the Panhandle. So 
that one experience didn’t prepare him for the worst win- 
ter weather in Nebraska. “The first time it snowed two 
feet here, I couldn’t believe it. I had to call home,” said 
Saltsman. “You get that 40-below wind-chill, it’s a 
shock.” 

Osborne had a direct connection to Texas on his first 
staff in Jerry Moore, who coached the quarterbacks and 
wide receivers. Moore was from Bonham, Texas, and 
played at Baylor. He also coached at Corsicana, Texas, 
High and spent eight years as an assistant at Southern 
Methodist. 

Lance Van Zandt joined Osborne’s staff as defensive 
coordinator in 1977 and brought contacts established dur- 
ing 10 years as a coach at the high school and college lev- 
els in Texas. 

Though such backgrounds aren’t essential in recruit- 
ing an area, they can be helpful. Current Cornhusker 
assistants Turner Gill and Craig Bohl both have direct 
links to Texas. Gill was recruited by Van Zandt out of 
Arlington High School in Fort Worth, and he coached at 
North Texas and Southern Methodist before returning to 
Nebraska. Bohl was the defensive coordinator at Rice 
from 1989-93. 

Tony Samuel and Milt Tenopir also make regular 
recruiting trips to Texas. Tenopir, who spends most of his 
time in west Texas, recruited Saltsman. The day after 
Tenopir called to schedule a recruiting visit, Saltsman 
went to first-period economics class at Rider High School 
and asked if anyone knew where Lincoln, Neb., was. No 
one did, so the instructor pulled down a U.S. map. 

Saltsman accepted Nebraska’s scholarship offer mostly 
because of its tradition of success and its annual bowl 
game appearances. He was impressed by what he saw on 
the recruiting trip to Lincoln. And he was aware that Rick 
Berns, who returned to Wichita Falls to live, once played 
for Nebraska. 

The competition at Nebraska is at a significantly high- 
er level. Players are bigger, stronger and faster. But the 
numbers aren’t much greater than they were at Rider, the 
largest of three high schools in Wichita Falls. Rider High 
competes in the small schools division of Class 5-A, the 
state’s largest classification. There is also a large-schools 
Class 5-A.Wichita Falls High and Hershey High are Class 
4-A. 

At Rider High, “we had 130 to 140 come out for the 
team,” Saltsman said. Not everyone made the team, how- 
ever, because “the school couldn’t afford to feed them all 
on road trips.” 
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onsider the football lives 
of Iowa State tailback 
Troy Davis and Texas 
Tech I-back Byron 
Hanspard. An opposing 
defense knows they’re 
going to get the ball. 
Davis and Hanspard are 
the focus of defensive 
strategy. And opponents put 100- 
percent effort into stopping the two 
talented running backs. 


“Lisa's role 07 


Want to know what that feels 
like? Just ask Nebraska volleyball 2 
player Lisa Reitsma. Thrust into the 

“Lisa’s role for us is kind of like scoring-leader’s role, junior 
the halfback’s role for Iowa State, Lisa Reitsma has lived up to 
except she plays for a better team,” : 

Foster volleyball coach Terry Pettit By MiGernon: d 

said recently. “When teams prepare 

to play us, I’m sure they prepare to 
stop her. I’m sure everybody spends 
most of their time digging right-side 
attack. 

“She has to be up to that task 
every time we go out to play.” 

Reitsma, a 6-foot-4 outside hitter, 
has taken on a role for Nebraska this 
season that was played by the likes 
of Allison Weston, Kelly Aspegren 
and Stephanie Thater in the past. 
The junior from Sanborn, Iowa, is 
the go-to player the Huskers need to 
get their points. As Reitsma goes, so 
goes Nebraska. 

“It’s difficult to go from a team 
where you were the third option to 
the very first in all 
instances,” Pettit 
said. “Reitsma 
knows if she doesn’t 
go out and get the 
kills, we don’t win. 
There will come a 
point in time when 
she will enjoy that 
role. Right now, I think she just does 
it...and she does it pretty well.” 

Reitsma’s numbers support 
Pettit’s claim. 'She has led the 
Huskers in attacks and has nearly 
doubled the production of any other 
individual on the team in total kills, 
all while being on the floor as much 
or more than any other Husker. She 
has tallied over 400 kills for the sec- 
ond season in a row and collected 
over 1,200 attack attempts. She was 
thrust into the scoring-leader’s role, 
and she can’t ignore it. 

She wouldn’t think of shirking 
the responsibility, of backing off 
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even a little. “There is a little more 
pressure associated with it, but I like 
it,” said Reitsma. “I like big games, 
and I like the fact I have to produce 
results. I had that feeling a little bit 
last year, too. It comes with the job.” 

It isn’t as if Reitsma just discov- 
ered the game this season. She 
already had some credentials that 
had to concern opponents. In 1995, 
she finished with 869 attacks and 432 
kills, with a 4.08 kill-per-game aver- 


for lowa State, exbabt sne Plays for a 


age. She was picked as an American 
Volleyball Coaches Association All- 
American. 

Few have been surprised. “She 
moved us from a team that lost three 
starters into a team competing in the 
top five. I’m not sure what else you 
can do if you’re in her shoes,” Pettit 
said. 

Reitsma pounded out her solid 
numbers behind the even more 
impressive numbers of Weston, who 
also earned All-America honors. 
Weston left a legacy that Reitsma, or 
any other Husker, would be hard- 
pressed to repeat. But Weston had 
All-America caliber help, too. And 


even though the Huskers were once 
again solid in nearly every facet of 
the game in 1996, it was fairly clear 
that Reitsma’s numbers would have 
to pick up considerably in order for 
Nebraska to continue to be success- 
ful. 

Pettit sat down with Reitsma on 
several occasions and discussed 
what the team expected from her. It 
didn’t entail becoming another 
Weston. It simply required her to 


take on Weston’s role. 

“We've had one-on-one meetings, 
and he (Pettit) told me all the way 
back to last spring what he expect- 
ed,” Reitsma said. “There has never 
been any doubt about what he want- 
ed me to accomplish. Things were 
different this year with the Big 12, 
and the challenges were going to be 
different.” 

Reitsma, a psychology major who 
wants to pursue a career as a high 
school counselor or work in sports 
psychology, was selected to the 
Phillips 66 Academic All-Big Eight 
team last season. She tends to 
answer questions carefully, especial- 


Sk ae eee” i 


ly when the questions pertain to her 

ability to improve as a player. 
“Overall, I believe that my game 

has gotten better than it was last 

year,” she said. “But I truly believe I 

can become a better offensive player. 

I have to say that I want to accom- 

plish a lot more offensively, things 

that I haven’t been able to accom- | 

plish in the past. I want to become a 

better hitter from the middle to the 

outside, and I want to hit over a 


patter tea,” 


block more effectively. I want to be 
the best player I can be.” 

Because of such an attitude, 
Reitsma knows the season presented 
a challenge greater than last 
season’s. The Huskers didn’t blitz 
opponents, hammering out three-set 
wins. They struggled in losses at 
Hawaii and Texas Tech and played 
several contests that took four or five 
games to decide. 

“It’s been the most challenging 
season I’ve had here,” Reitsma said. 

“Tl keep experiences like this in 
mind, and hopefully, I’ll be able to 
help other people with what I’ve 
learned.” 
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Fine ART 


GAME DAY 


VISIONS Presents 
A TRIBUTE TO THE CORNHUSKER FANS 


A Collegiate Licensed Limited Edition 
Print, a first from the ‘Husker 
Collection’ by Nebraska Artist Chuck 
Andersen. This unique work is “A 
Tribute to the Unsurpassed Loyalty of 
the Cornhusker Fans.” 


This could 


be You! 


Imagine the look on your favorite 
Cornhusker Fan’s face when they see 
themselves in this one of a kind Print! 


THE PRINT 
Image size: 17 5/8” W x 11 1/2” H 
shed on a 20”W x 16” H 
65= acid free collectors paper 


For a brochure or to order contact! 


FINE ART VISIONS 
P.O. BOX 2585 
KEARNEY, NE 68848 
(309) 237-3709 
(888) 41-VISION (1-888-418-4746) 
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100 Artist Proofs 
4500 Signed & Numbered Prints 
Person 


$125.00 
$65.00 
zed Images (per person) $25.00 
THE FRAMING 
Honey Oak, Walnut, or Driftwood Frame: 
(depending upon availability) 18” H x 24” W 
Double matted in Black & Red $49.00 


ookie Belcher was talk- 
ing to a writer in the 
hallway outside the 
media room at the Bob 
Devaney Sports Center 
when coach Danny Nee 
stopped to look at 
Belcher’s new tattoo. 

“Has your mom 
seen that?” Nee asked. Belcher 
smiled. “Not yet,” he said. 

Nee continued down the hall 
toward his office. “Don’t get any 
more,” he said as he turned a corner. 
His words were more of a request 
than an order, as if he were asking a 
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Freshman Cookie Belcher 


has shown maturity in 


making immediate impact 


favor from a friend. 

Belcher had only recently gotten 
the tattoo of a flaming basketball, 
similar to the one on the cover of this 
season’s Cornhusker media guide. 
The cover provided the pattern, in 
fact. 

“I showed the guy the picture, 
and he just kind of worked with me. 
He told me he couldn’t do it exact- 
ly,” said Belcher, who was accompa- 
nied to Ralph’s Hungry Eye Tattoo 
parlor in downtown Lincoln by 
Carlos Polk, a redshirt freshman 
linebacker on the Nebraska football 
team from Rockford, Ill. Polk had 


gotten a tattoo the previous day. 
Belcher spent about 45 minutes get- 
ting his, on his right shoulder. 

“Tt wasn’t too bad,” he said. “I 
had gotten one before, so I knew 
what it was like.” 

The first tattoo was inside the bas- 
ketball. It was of Belcher’s initials: S. 
CB. 

Segado Cortez Belcher (a.k.a. 
“Cookie”) is a true freshman, the 
only one among the Cornhuskers, 
who number nine not counting five 
walk-ons enlisted for practice pur- 
poses. Belcher is 18 years old. But his 
demeanor and physical presence 
belie his age. “He has come in and 
shown an unbelievable maturity, a 
calmness about himself, of listening 
and learning,” Nee said. Belcher is a 
tough cookie. 

It probably should be noted that 
such word play on his nickname 
already is commonplace. A newspa- 
per feature on Belcher described him 
as a “Cookie that isn’t going to 
crumble.” The story appeared in late 
October, before Belcher had settled 
in as the starting off-guard alongside 
Tyronn Lue. 

Belcher has been called “Cookie” 
since he was small and regularly 
raided his grandmother’s cookie jar. 
Now, just about everyone, including 
his teachers, addresses him as 
Cookie rather than Segado. 

“Tt doesn’t make any difference to 
me,” he said. “It 
doesn’t matter 
what people call 
me nw” 


What Nee 
calls him is a 
prize recruit, a 
freshman capa- 
ble of making an 
impact. Belcher and Lue, a distant 
cousin, are a basis for optimism now 
and in the future for a program that 
experienced the low of a nine-game 
losing streak and brief walkout by 
several players, to the high of an NIT 
championship a year ago. This sea- 
son’s theme for “Nebrasketball” is: 
“It’s a whole new ball game.” 

Belcher didn’t become an imme- 
diate starter because of his lack of 
numbers. He made “dramatic 
improvement” from the beginning of 
practice in mid-October, according 
to Nee. Plus, he began at a high 
level. “There were people . . . who 
were just totally convinced he was a 
great player,” Nee said. 

Cornhusker assistant Jimmy 
Williams was among those people, 
as was Nee. 

There were skeptics, however, 


who questioned his size. The 6-foot- 
3 Belcher, who is slightly heavier 
than the 200 pounds at which he is 
listed, played a lot inside at Mexico, 
Mo., High School. “I played every 
position . . . well, not center, more 
like a big forward,” Belcher said. 

He was a three-year starter and 
two-time all-state selection, averag- 
ing 24.3 points and 8.3 rebounds as a 
senior. 

He led Mexico High to a Class 3- 
A championship and two runner-us. 

“He played all over the place. But 
any time I had seen Cookie, I 
thought he was a very high-level 
player,” said Nee, who recalled sit- 
ting with Cincinnati coach Bob 
Huggins and watching Belcher play 
in a high school all-star tournament 
at Las Vegas in the summer before 
his senior year. 

“He (Huggins) just loved his 
(Belcher’s) defense,” Nee said. “I 
loved his defense, too. But what I’ve 
been most impressed with is his 
strength, his rebounding and his 
ability to learn. 

“He doesn’t make the same mis- 
take over and over again. And then 
he has this quiet confidence. He has 
a toughness about him that I really 
like. It’s unlike a freshman. He 
doesn’t seem nervous at all.” 

Belcher’s confidence was immedi- 
ately apparent. He scored a team- 
high 17 points in Nebraska’s first 
exhibition game, an 82-71 victory 
against a team sponsored by Pella 
Windows, then scored 21 points in 
the second exhibition game, an 82-81 
victory against a good Marathon Oil 
team. 

His three-point shot at the buzzer 
won the game. “I was hoping I'd get 
the ball,” he said. 

Belcher, like Lue last season, is far 
ahead of most true freshmen. 
Because of the team’s obvious lack of 
depth, players will have to accept 
various roles and responsibilities. 
The veterans understand that, but 
the newcomers have had some diffi- 
culty in adjusting . . . the newcomers 
except for Belcher. 

The flaming basketball tattoo was 
still an angry red when Nee inquired 
about it. Belcher said he had told his 
mom about it in a telephone conver- 
sation after he returned from Ralph’s 
Hungry Eye Tattoo parlor. 

“It was like: ‘Oh no,’” he said. 
“She liked the first one. But I don’t 
think she likes big tattoos.” 

The flaming basketball that sur- 
rounds “S.C.B.” is fairly prominent. 

“T don’t think she’ll like it,” 
Belcher said. Mf 


ATTENTION 
NEBRASKA FANS 


National Championship 
College Football Game 
TRAVEL PACKAGES are now on sale. 


Place a $100 per person deposit and receive a full refund if 
Nebraska does not qualify for the Sugar Bowl. 


All Trips Include: F 
* Game Ticket * Mississippi River Boat Cruise * 3 Nights Hotel 
* Pre-game Party + Pep Rally 
All prices are per person based on double occupancy and are subject to change until 
a deposit has been received. Single, triple and quad prices are available upon request. 


Packages can also be purchased without game tickets if you are unsure whether 
you will obtain your seats from the university. Please call for details. 


Place your refundable deposits now as this game 
is already sold out at the box office. 


Big 12 Championship 
December 7 St. Louis, Missouri 
Trip Includes: 
* Game Ticket * 2 Nights Hotel +* Pre-game Party and Pep Rall 
Transfers from hotel to the stadium +All Taxes -$399.00 per person based on double occupancy 


Packages are also available to all NEBRASKA home and away games as well as any Bowl game NEBRASKA may participate 
Please call for the most current information 


DIAMOND TRAVEL INC. 
(602) 870-9197 


Visa, Mastercard or a check are acceptable forms of payment. References are available upon request. 


Buy & SELL | 


6H 


Western States Ticket Service 
143 W. McDowell Road « Phoenix, AZ 85003 
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s entertainer Jimmy 
Durante used to say, in 
his unique way: 
“Everybody wants to 
get into the act.” The 
Nebraska women’s soc- 
cer program has fos- 
tered such an attitude 
with its remarkable suc- 
cess this season. Coach 
John Walker’s office has been inun- 
dated with inquiries from would-be 
recruits. 

Many of the top high school soc- 
cer players in the nation want to get 
into the act at Nebraska. 

“We're being flooded with calls 
and letters from recruits,” Walker 
said after the Huskers advanced to 
the quarterfinals of the NCAA 
Tournament with a 3-0, second- 
round victory over Duke. 

“We've had probably 10 times the 
number we had last year,” he said. 

Husker soccer has been hot, even 
as the temperature plummeted, 
reminding the Midwest that winter 
might arrive and begin its annual 
visit a little earlier than usual. The 
temperature was around 20 degrees, 
with a north wind gusting to 30 
miles an hour on the Sunday after- 
noon of the Duke match. 

Yet a crowd of more than 1,000 
braved the near-zero wind-chill to 
support the Huskers at the Abbott 
Sports Complex in Lincoln. The 
Complex seats between 1,200 and 
1,300. “When we came out (to warm 
up), the place was full... or nearly 
full,” Walker said. “I could not 
believe it.” 

Nebraska ranked among the 
nation’s leaders in attendance this 
season, another element of its suc- 
cess. The Huskers regularly drew 
capacity or near-capacity crowds at 
home, a far cry from their first match 
two years ago, when a crowd of 130, 
mostly friends and relatives of the 
players, showed up to cheer. Most 
programs would be encouraged by 
crowds of 400. That would be a dis- 
appointing turnout at Nebraska. 

Establishing a fan 
base for support is 
important to a young 
program. That can be 
difficult when there is no 
tradition to tap. But “we 
played a lot on the tradi- 
tion of the athletic 
department,” said 
Walker. 

Nebraska fans have shown they 
will support successful programs, 
whatever the sport. 

Of the 1,200 or 1,300 at a Husker 
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The temperature may be dropping in the 
Midwest, but Nebraska soccer continues 
to sizzle ¢ by Mike Babcock 


match, “maybe half aren’t soccer 
fans per se. They’re Nebraska fans. 
Some have kids who play, soccer 
families,” he said. “And then proba- 
bly half are soccer fans.” 

In either case, “I can’t believe the 
affection they have for our team,” 
Walker said. 

That’s understandable, not only 
because of the success, but 
also because of the mix. 
Walker has recruited 
nationwide, as well as in 
his native Canada. But he 
has been able to establish a 
recruiting base’ in 
Nebraska, which has creat- 
ed a valuable, if not neces- 
sary, in-state identity. 

The 21-player roster includes five 
Nebraskans, among them All- 
Central Region goalkeeper Becky 
Hornbacher, a junior transfer, and 


Kim Ratliff, a co-captain and the 
team’s only senior. 

“We'd like to keep that ratio,” 
said Walker. “Whatever good 
Nebraska (high school) players there 
are, we want them here. We definite- 
ly always want to get the best play- 
ers in the state.” 

As in other sports, however, the 
state’s population precludes limiting 
recruiting to Nebraska. And Walker 
hasn’t hesitated to go after the best 
players, regardless of where they 
are. 

His ability to recruit has probably 
been the most important factor in the 
Huskers’ success. They were sched- 
uled to play Portland, the NCAA 


Nebraska knocked off 
Minnesota, 3-2, in overtime in 
the first first round of the NCAA 
Tournament. 


runner-up last season, in the quarter- 
finals on Dec. 1 in Portland. With a 
victory there, Nebraska would 
advance to the Final Four in Santa 
Clara, Calif. 

Lack of a tradition makes recruit- 
ing difficult. Walker acknowledges 
that. But he hasn’t allowed it to 


Even though the number of 
inquiries has increased dramatically, 
“our talent pool gets smaller, 
because we're only looking at the 
very best players now. It’s interest- 
ing how that works,” he said. 

Walker’s recruiting philosophy 
doesn’t have geographical limits, 


the first went 14-4. 

During the spring season, the 
Huskers played national champion 
Notre Dame and_ runner-up 
Portland, as well as Top 20 teams 
Duke, Wisconsin and Texas A&M 
and NCAA qualifiers Clemson and 
Kentucky. “Our philosophy was to 


“Too many new programs end up settling for 
second-best in recruiting. We never did that.” 


influence his recruiting philosophy. 
“Too many new programs end up 
settling for second-best in recruit- 
ing,” he said. “We never did that. 
We went against the best programs, 
head-to-head.” 

Walker and his assistants have 
refused to back off in recruiting ath- 
letes just because proven powers 
such as Notre Dame also might have 
shown an interest. “The toughest 
thing about that is, it’s a lot more 
work,” he said. In addition, “you 
don’t ever like having someone tell 
you ‘no.”” 

The chances of getting the signa- 
tures of the nation’s top players on 
letters-of-intent “aren’t high.” But 
the chances for rejection are. And 
“taking that rejection is never easy,” 
said Walker. 


either. Nebraska’s roster includes 
four Californians, among them 
freshman Jenny Benson, a first-team 
all-region pick from Huntington 
Beach. There also are players from 
such warm-weather states as Texas 
and New Mexico. 

“We've got ‘em,” Walker said of 
the warm-weather recruits. “That 
hasn’t been a problem. I’m not say- 
ing geography isn’t a factor at all, 
but the best players want to come to 
the best programs.” 

In most cases, anyway, they’re 
not going to pick a program based 
solely on the weather. 

Just as he went after the best in 
recruiting, Walker scheduled the 
best to play. That contributed to a 
less successful record last season. 
Walker’s second team was 10-8, after 


play the best teams,” said Walker. 
“And we took our lumps.” 

But it all came together this sea- 
son, and only one player will be lost 
for next season. 

Walker is quoted in the Husker 
media guide on the prospects for his 
program’s third season: “We hope to 
make the NCAA Tournament.” 

Many people might not under- 
stand just has difficult it has been. 
But those who have followed the 
Nebraska women since their first 
practice at Whittier Junior High in 
1994 understand. 

“The fans who have been with us 
from Day One have a sense of it,” 
Walker said. 

Now, it’s not just those fans. 
Everyone, it seems, wants to get into 
Nebraska’s act. 


THE WORLD'S BEST HUSKER SPORTS COVERAGE 
JUST GOT BETTER! 


Everything you love about Huskers Illustrated 
is now available on the Internet. 


On-Line Edition: 
& Recap of Saturday’s Match-Up 
Updated on Sunday by Noon. 


@ Available Every Wednesday Prior to the Game: 


- Insightful Predictions 
- Cage & Football Recruiting 
- In-depth Player Profiles 
- Statistics 
- Scouting Reports 
- All-sports coverage 


Jnsider 2:lifiom Extended Coverage for the Big Red Fan Who Demands More! 
@ Access to On-Line Edition @ Injury Updates @Coaches/Player Interviews 
@ Practice Reports @ Supplemental Stories 


http://www.xesex.com/huskers/ 
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>ELEBRATE YOUR HUSKER LOYALTY YEAR-ROUND 
WITH FULL~COLOR PRINTS 


Some Acrylic Paintings Commissioned for Coach Tom Osborne’s Office 
by UNL Graduate and Big Red Fan, Linda Lambrecht-Stych 


“ROAD TO THE CHAMPIONSHIP” 


Limited Edition Signed and Numbered Prints may be 
purchased individually or in matched numbered sets. 


(A) “Preparing for Success” G 
(B)  “Desire-Determination-Together” 
(C) “Reflections of Dear Ol’ Nebraska U” 
(D) “Champions” 
Dimensions include print image plus double mats 


1 a DORIA Bi BAIO Bosscsscsvenecien $75 

PTD sacnsietoices Cities oi, eee $70 

abi Cie ieee I de" Co" pepe RO et $75 

[Bulith Dect Ate Ka Sharer tapes sexi icteestca $80 
1! Wearable Art of Images A and D available from GRAPHIC SPORTSWEAR «+ Omaha, NE « (402) 431-8652 !! 
(E) Limited Edition, Signed and Matched Numbered 4-print set (Items A, B, C, D - prints only) sescccsscssssesesesesesesesssesssesesesens $140 
(F) Limited Edition, Signed and Matched Numbered 4-print Set (/tems 4, B, C, D - prints and double mats) ..sccccscscssessseseseeees $240 
(G) Husker Collage - Matted Miniprint Collage .........cccccccecccsscsessseseseesens Lg Pe eel ho Pee yee Serer te $80 
(H) Husker Collage - Matted and Framed Miniprint Collage ........0.ccccee 1921/20 D0AWDG, Semcaserearteceat oer $120 


Nose From “THE FIELD” to the fields . .. this is BIG RED Country 


Ba 


(I) “We Shared The Dream” * Signed and Numbered Print .........0..ccccccscesseseseeeee 15-1/4 Ox*3 0-374 Oe ccc cssssiscetteacs $175 
(J) “Husker House” * Signed and Numbered Print.............ccccccccsssssessssesssseeeseseeeceeseeees ea) Cad 1 a ade RP $75 


“FOUNDATION 2 VICTORY” 
ee arareperas BACK 2 BACK CHAMPIONSHIPS 


(K) “Foundation 2 Victory” * Open Edition Print ............ TSMExS24 SDP ....-scsisseonss $50 
(L) “Foundation 2 Victory” * Signature Edition .............. Week 24 1/2” x csssssese $150 
Limited Edition of 100 prints individually signed by Coach Tom Osborne 


STYCH’S FINE ARTS 


Linda Lambrecht-Stych * 2115 Park Place Drive » Fremont, NE 68025 
Call Collect (402) 727-7845 


Please add $7 for packaging and 5.5% sales tax in Nebraska. Shipping paid by Stych’s Fine Arts. 


